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Honorary Fellow of HKUST

Coming from a working-class background, Mr.
Wilson FUNG Ying-Wai stands as a testament to the
power of hard work in shaping one's destiny. His relentless
commitment and perseverance have propelled him toward
a successful career, establishing himself as a respected
figure in Hong Kong’s accounting profession. His life,
guided by the Chinese proverb “Yin Shui Si Yuan,” (4% -k
L&) meaning “remembering one’s roots”, reflects his
enduring bond with his cherished city and a steadfast
commitment to giving back.

Born and raised as the second among five siblings in a
small, cubicle flat, Mr. Fung’s early life was marked by
financial constraints. With his father working as a humble
shopkeeper, Mr. Fung had no alternative but to step into
the working world following his A-Levels graduation in
1973. Going to university seemed like an unattainable
dream.

Although higher education remained beyond his
grasp, Mr. Fung's career has been nothing short of
extraordinary thanks to his indomitable spirit of
perseverance. Starting out as a “trainee audit assistant” at
the firm now known as PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC),
he diligently persisted with on-the-job training while
studying hard to obtain his accounting qualifications.

Persistence bore fruit when Mr. Fung was rewarded
with a promotion and an opportunity to train in London
for a year. Back in Hong Kong, his auditing career thrived,
leading to a steady ascent up the ranks. After a
distinguished 17-year stint at PwC, he moved to Canada,
only to return to his home city two years later when he
joined the Jardine Matheson Group, initially serving as its
Financial Controller and then Group Financial Controller
until his retirement in 2014.

Elevating the expertise and credentials of Hong
Kong’s and uplifting the
standards of the profession have always been Mr. Fung's
vision. This vision materialized in December 2009 when
he became President of the Hong Kong Institute of
Certified Public Accountants, a role that remains a source
of enduring pride for him. As President, he spearheaded
several key initiatives, notably introducing a new Financial
Reporting Standard for Private Entities. This streamlined
reporting option has made it easier for small and
medium-sized enterprises to conduct business in Hong
Kong. In 2014, he furthered his impact by founding the
Hong Kong Business Accountants Association with the
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aim of elevating business accountants’ professionalism
and deepening their understanding of the Mainland
through interactions with government authorities and
private sector businesses.

Since retirement, Mr. Fung has lent his expertise to
various public bodies, including the Hong Kong Town
Planning Board and its Metro Planning Committee, the
Urban Renewal Fund, and the Hong Kong Productivity
Council. As a board member of the Financial Reporting
Council, he actively participated in regulatory reform for
the auditing profession. Understanding the critical
interplay between culture and business, Mr. Fung joined
the West Kowloon Cultural District Authority board and
served as Chairman of the Hong Kong Dance Company.
In recognition of his diverse contributions and invaluable
service to the community, Mr. Fung was awarded the

Medal of Honour by the Hong Kong Government in 2021.

Mr. Fung's long-standing goal of nurturing talent, not
just in his industry but also in the broader higher
education sector — despite never having attended
university himself — was realized when he was appointed
as a Council Member at HKUST in 2017. Over the next six
years, Mr. Fung served on five committees to help steer the
University's development strategy. As Chairman of the
Audit Committee, he made significant contributions to
helping the University set up its own in-house internal
audit function. Leveraging his insightful leadership and
industry experience, he
committee's effectiveness, bolstering the institution's
ability to monitor and mitigate strategic risks.

extensive enhanced  the

Moreover, Mr. Fung’s contributions transcend the
financial sphere.
Development Committee was instrumental in bringing
the state-of-the-art Shaw Auditorium to life, a testament to
HKUST's dedication to nurturing students' holistic and
whole-person development. In addition, his invaluable
expertise in auditing, risk management, and resource

His involvement in the Campus

allocation proved to be indispensable when he served as a
member of the Honorary Awards Committee, the Search
Committees for the Provost and Vice-President for
Administration and Business, as well as the Committee on
HKUST(GZ).

Today, HKUST honors Mr. Fung for his invaluable
contributions to the development of Hong Kong's
financial services sector and his unwavering commitment
to fostering the University's advancement in Hong Kong
and beyond.
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