Ik £k 4L 1 SBS, JP
Ms. YAO Jue, SBS, JP

FEERER L
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Transforming the classic Chinese musical piece
Butterfly Lovers Violin Concerto into a global sensation,
Shanghai-born violin virtuoso Ms. YAO Jue has captivated
and enchanted audiences from East to West. Yet, her
influence transcends the realm of entertainment; her unique
and inspiring musical journey serves as a beacon for a new

generation of musicians aspiring to follow in her footsteps.

Guided by her conductor father, Ms. Yao embarked on
her musical odyssey at the tender age of four. Initially
introduced to the piano, she later ventured into the
enchanting realm of the violin. A rigorous regimen of
"military-style training" initially cast a shadow over her
youthful spirit, but at twelve, the seeds of mastery began to
sprout, laying the groundwork for her future as an esteemed
violinist.

A standout at the Music Middle School Affiliated to
Shanghai Conservatory of Music, Ms. Yao was handpicked
at 16 to continue her studies at the San Francisco
Conservatory of Music. Landing on American soil with only
US$45 in her pocket, she embraced a humble lifestyle,
staying grounded even as she transferred to and graduated
from the prestigious Juilliard School in New York.

Following her debut recital in her final year at Juilliard,
Ms. Yao embarked on a momentous journey, mesmerizing
Moscow audiences in 1993 with her rendition of the
universally acclaimed Butterfly Lovers. The resounding
applause echoed through a packed house, climaxing in a
standing ovation that revealed a global appetite for the
melodies of Chinese music and its rich cultural heritage.
Inspired, she resolved to dedicate her career to bridging the
East and West through the transformative power of music,
leaving her musical footprints across the world.

Motivated by a commitment to nurturing young
musical talents, Ms. Yao established the Yao Jue Music
Academy upon moving to Hong Kong in 1997. She
provided aspiring musicians with exceptional opportunities
for growth and expression. Her vision expanded further
when she founded the Hong Kong String Orchestra
(HKSO) in 2013, serving as its Artistic Director ever since.
This platform does more than cultivate local talent; it
provides musicians with invaluable experience, allowing
them to refine their skills and perform globally through
with a diverse

artistic  collaborations spectrum of

international musicians and groups.

i*iﬁﬁ%?+ﬁ§%%ﬁéi’ﬁ%méﬁ
WEHIT R FEL ST (B RFRE
ﬁ>?%@%’éaﬁ%£ﬂ€$i*§1§W°'

B4 a2 sags %7 kax Lk
g B o @R N R R RN B R

HEEEE R S WY F 8 SN 1
e w R BRI o 2 A BE O RT
2R oo Ra o AR Y B LT FESD
e - R34 o FRFE T I2RIVE > kR
%ﬁ%%aﬁ%@’w%iﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁv?JE%
B AEPESIF I RFROFREET
B 4F e o

,—rd ) ,&_;!1 4 gl &
= ﬁﬂ%’ﬁ}tiﬁ‘*ﬁ&_ﬁﬁﬂg

SE BRSO PR F W E45F AL #
B PFRIRAER & 4 FR B R ik 0 TR 2 (s
R b e GRF LS RE BTV P RT
eh Lk RAYER 2 i RFRE o

P AR LTEFLZERE € 0 31993 & W
FFLEY (FEm) o EF2FRRA

2HE O AFREHERS B 5 HF 2L RS
EEFA EF R E R W 22
iR EEEE o N JRIER R AL e g
4 ESN

ik
A
B
A

A 1 s FRATE G Y L R

» FH 31997 F 45 B A
%ééi%ﬁ*i%%ﬁ%’é@&iii%%ﬁ

%g FPehy B EFEFIEE KD 20138
e ?@ Bif o S AAEER s LEE

L
14 AEBERY TEEES E R
ﬁ%tmﬁi’ BeTFEe @wwﬁl
PEREF g B A fre - AL f 2 LI EE
BAFEFA 2 HT o



Embracing music’s inclusivity, Ms. Yao joined forces

with the Hong Kong Jockey Club to launch the pioneering
Power of Music Programme. This initiative introduces the
world of classical music to children from low-income
backgrounds, offering them not only the chance to learn,
but also to perform in community concerts. Over eight
years, the program has enriched the lives of over 700
families, instilling in them newfound confidence and
helping them realize their infinite potential.

Ms. Yao’s passion for nurturing talented violinists
extends to higher education. In 2017, a unique bond was
formed between Ms. Yao and HKUST during the Music
Mentorship  Programme, a
collaborative effort between HKSO and eight local
universities spanning 18 months. Fifteen gifted HKUST

Dreams Come True

students, guided by the experienced musicians of HKSO,
attended a series of training sessions culminating in their
final performance at the Music Dreams Come True concert,
where they were joined by Ms. Yao. This initial partnership
with HKUST deeply touched her, as she was thoroughly
impressed by the students' remarkable artistic creativity and
their ability to think beyond traditional boundaries.

Following her performance at HKUST, Ms. Yao visited
the Shaw Auditorium, where she envisioned a dynamic
musical platform that transcends university boundaries and
enriches the wider community through the harmonious
symphony of technology, space, and music. Believing that
the fusion of music and technology can unleash boundless
creativity, she hopes to deepen the collaboration between
HKSO and HKUST, revitalizing Hong Kong's music scene.

Ms. Yao's lifelong commitment to music, renowned
achievements as a string orchestra performer, and dedication
to nurturing future musicians have garnered her numerous
accolades. She was appointed a Justice of the Peace in 2013
and awarded both the Bronze Bauhinia Star and the Silver
Bauhinia Star in 2017 and 2023 respectively by the Hong
Kong Government. Furthermore, she holds esteemed
positions in prominent organizations such as the National
Committee of the Chinese People's Political Consultative
of the
Association, and the Hong Kong Member Association of

Conference, the Council China Musicians

the China Federation of Literary and Art Circles.

Today, we honor Ms. Yao in recognition of her

distinguished accomplishments in music and her
unwavering commitment to nurturing talents, thereby
enriching the arts and cultural scene in Hong Kong and

beyond.
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