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When the Honorable Starry LEE Wai-King won the
chair of the Democratic Alliance for the Betterment and
Progress of Hong Kong (DAB) in 2015, she became the
party’s
achievement in the political arena fully reflects the
dedication to public service she demonstrated by serving
on both the District and Legislative Councils for more
than two decades.

first-ever Chairwoman. Her remarkable

Ms. Lee’s passion for public service dates back to her
studies at a local secondary school. Having joined the
Hong Kong Girl Guides during a junior year, she began
devoting much of her time to worthy causes. Ms. Lee was
also amongst the earliest undergraduates who studied at a
then still very young HKUST, gaining a Bachelor of
Business Administration. Like many other aspiring
political leaders of her generation, she was active in the
University’s debating society. Her diligent involvement
not only helped develop her eloquent public speaking style
but also sharpen her critical thinking skills. It also gave her
an understanding of complex social and economic issues
such as education, housing and public health that have
long confronted Hong Kong.

After her graduation in 1996, Ms. Lee excelled as an
accountant with first PwC and later KPMG as she resolved
to build a successful career in the financial services sector.

With her enduring passion for public service
initiatives that positively impact Hong Kong, Ms. Lee ran
for the District Council election as an independent
candidate in 1999. Aged just 25, she became the youngest
elected political representative in the city at that time.
Impressed by Ms. Lee’s vigor and ability, DAB founder
and former chairman, Mr. Jasper TSANG Yok-Sing,
invited her to join the party in 2004.

Four years later she ran for the Legislative Council
(LegCo) becoming its youngest female lawmaker at that
time. Despite her relentless political and public service
workload, Ms. Lee managed to complete her MBA at the
University of Manchester in 2010.

Over the years, many leading local political figures
have been struck by Ms. Lee’s professionalism and
effectiveness. Prominent amongst them is the former
HKSAR Chief Executive, Mr. LEUNG Chun-Ying, who
appointed her as an Executive Council member between
2012 and 2016. The move made her the only legislator in
Hong Kong at that time to simultaneously hold three seats
on the city’s District, Legislative, and Executive Councils.
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This was - and remains - a truly astonishing achievement
for a female Hong Kong politician.

In 2016, Ms. Lee was re-elected as a “super seat”
lawmaker and voted Chairlady of LegCo’s House
Committee. In the same year, the Government recognized
her devotion to outstanding public services with Hong
Kong’s coveted honor - the Silver Bauhinia Star.

Ms. Lee continued to serve the Legislative Council as
Chairlady of the House Committee from 2016 to 2021, a
position she regained in 2022 and will retain until 2023.

Over her two decades in public life, Ms. Lee has been
unstinting in her efforts to improve livelihoods amongst
local communities. During the recent COVID-19
pandemic, she played a major role in mobilizing the entire
DAB to support Hong Kong’s efforts to supply community
groups, organize vaccination sessions and work with
medical experts on providing remote medical advice and
treatments for those in need. The party was also successful
in lobbying the Government to enhance its Employment
Support Scheme.

Ms. Lee credits our University’s diversified learning
environment and open atmosphere for equipping her with
the analytical skills needed to consolidate varied ideas into
coherent public policies. She has been delighted to give
back to HKUST by serving as a sitting member of the
University Court beginning 2016. As a University Council
Member from 2010 to 2016, Ms. Lee helped to secure
government funding for building dormitories that
enriched learning with residential living
experiences at UGC-funded universities.

students’

Ms. Lee also leverages her expertise via committee
memberships of the Chinese General Chamber of
Commerce and the 13th National Committee of the
Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference.

HKUST is delighted to salute Ms. Lee for her immense
contribution to local politics and higher education, and for
her inspirational and enhancing impact on her fellow
citizens’ lives.
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