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Honorary Fellow of HKUST

Founder of Maxwell Electronics Limited, Mr. Daniel
YU Chung-Kwong is a renowned Hong Kong
entrepreneur and unstinting supporter of deserving
philanthropic and educational causes. Having lived
through multiple major health challenges in Hong Kong
over the past five-plus decades, he remains very passionate
about such issues and is a generous donor to an extensive
range of important medical and other scientific research

initiatives.

Mr. Yu began showing an aptitude for science and
electronics from a very early age. By the time he was just
15, he was so skilled in electronics he could assemble a
working radio using nothing but spare bits and pieces of
equipment. At 16, the future industrialist began aspiring
that he would one day establish his own electronics
enterprise.

Mr. Yu embarked on his tertiary education as a
Physics student at the renowned St. John’s University in
his home city, Shanghai. Following the closure of the
facility in 1952, Mr. Yu briefly moved to Hong Kong
before journeying to the US to continue his studies. After
living in New York for an extended period, Mr. Yu
returned to Hong Kong, eventually settling here to realize
his youthful ambition of building up an electronics

empire.

Leveraging the unique business and cultural
perspectives his Chinese background and American
education had equipped him with, Mr. Yu set up Maxwell
Electronics in 1966. Always a scientist at heart, he named
the company in honor of renowned Scottish physicist,
James Clerk MAXWELL. Having paved the way for the
eventual mass marketing of color photography, the
19th-century physicist’s pioneering visual studies were
reflected in Maxwell Electronics’ early focus on camera

flash units for export.

Mr. Yu’s innovative designs and savvy business
strategies proved so successful that Maxwell quickly
became a major source of the export earnings that fueled
Hong Kong’s economic expansion. To cope with
ever-increasing demand for its electronic products, the
company subsequently took its success to new heights
after expanding to the Mainland.
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Over the course of a successful career, Mr. Yu has seen
many changes in both Hong Kong’s society and business
sector. He has also been unflagging in his support of the
city’s efforts to navigate its way through several economic
crises and viral pandemics. The latter range from the
H5N1 Avian Influenza of the late 1990s and the SARS

outbreak of 2003, to the more recent spread of COVID-19.

Mr. Yu’s fervent desire remains to safeguard the
populations of Hong Kong and the Mainland against the
threat of microbial pathogens and virus threats. His
commitment to positively impacting lives through
scientific research and medical breakthroughs is probably
most evident in the endowed professorships he has helped
create at leading local universities, and his sponsoring of
various influential research projects.

Since he made his first visit to our campus in 2013, Mr.
Yu has become a generous supporter of our University.
HKUST’s
achievements, he made a HK$1 million donation to

Impressed by research endeavors and
support research work in the Division of Life Science.
Apart from public health, physics is the passion that
retains the strongest pull at his heartstrings. In 2015, Mr.
Yu established the Daniel C K Yu Professorship in Science
at HKUST by donating HK$10 million to advance
scientific knowledge and discoveries. He has also played a
major role in ensuring our University’s successful future
development via a generous donation of HK$10 million in
2021 for a research matching grant scheme launched by
the HKSAR Government, and another pledge of HK$10
million in 2022.

Mr. Yu remains active in overseeing the many
philanthropic projects in which he is involved after he
semi-retired. He also loves to indulge his love of
top-of-the-range cars, cameras and state-of-the-art A/V
equipment.

Today, HKUST is both proud and privileged to salute
Mr. Yu for his incalculable contributions to Hong Kong’s
economic growth and scientific research endeavors.
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