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Mrs. Yvette FUNG YEH Yi-Hao
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Honorary Fellow of HKUST

Mrs. Yvette FUNG YEH Yi-Hao was born into a
family of entrepreneurs who built Hsin Chong.
Established by her grandfather Godfrey K.N. YEH in
Hong Kong in the 1930s, the company started out as a
small construction business but grew to become one of
Hong Kong’s leading construction and property
management firms from the 1960s to the late 2000s under
the leadership of her father Geoffrey M.T. YEH. Her
family’s belief of “to whom much is given, much is
expected” is perhaps the most important influence in Mrs.

Fung Yeh’s life.

From a young age, Mrs. Fung Yeh demonstrated an
independent streak. In 1978, she attended Smith College
according to her parents’ wishes before secretly
transferring to Stanford University. After earning her
bachelor’s degree in Psychology, she obtained an MBA at
U.C.L.A. Anderson School of Management and returned
to Stanford to study law. She remained in the US for nearly
a decade while starting a family and building a successful

legal career.

Mrs. Fung Yeh returned to Hong Kong with her
family in 1997 and worked as a legal counsel for a
multinational firm. In late 1998, she answered her father’s
call to join the family business while he focused on public
service as chairman of the Hong Kong Futures Exchange
amid the Asian financial crisis. She quickly learnt and
adapted to the management roles in Hsin Chong
International Holdings Ltd., and the then-privately held
property management arm, Synergis Holdings Limited. In
2003, Synergis became the first property management
company to be listed on the Hong Kong Stock Exchange.

In 2007 and 2008, Mrs. Fung Yeh helped the Yeh family
exit from both businesses, resulting in the start of a new
chapter in the Yeh family’s legacy — the journey into
family philanthropy. The Yeh Family Philanthropy
Limited (YFP) was established in 2011 as a platform for
future generations to share the family’s legacy, values, and
belief of paying it forward, and for Mrs. Fung Yeh to live
her passion and continue paying tribute to her father.

Mrs. Fung Yeh has grown into her role since
becoming the Foundation’s Chair. Realizing that the art of
giving is no simple matter of writing checks, she ensures
YFP’s work is a delicate combination of optimism,
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patience, creativity, intellect, and humility. Her father’s
passing in 2016 saw her redouble her commitment to
honoring his memory by building on his “giving back by
paying forward” philosophy. In 2019, Mrs. Fung Yeh
initiated an effort to institutionalize the family’s giving
processes to scale up the Foundation’s philanthropic
impact on Hong Kong and Mainland China’s youth.

In addition to YFP, Mrs. Fung Yeh also contributes to
the community through public service positions.
Examples include sitting as a Council Member for the
Hong Kong Society for the Deaf (2007-2017), a member of
Stanford Law School’s Board of Visitors (1997-98 and
2010 to present), and its Asia Advisory Board (2015 to
present), and as a member of the Board of Stewarts of the
Education University of Hong Kong Foundation

(Beginning 2021).

In 2013, under Mrs. Fung Yeh’s leadership, YFP was
instrumental in pioneering a Social Entrepreneurship and
Venture Philanthropy course for MBA students at the
HKUST School of Business and Management. YFP has
subsequently collaborated with HKUST and other local
universities to launch the Nurturing Social Minds
program in partnership with the Hong Kong
Government’s Social Innovation and Entrepreneurship
Development Fund. Through the program, undergraduate
and graduate students from different academic disciplines
learn social entrepreneurship and social finance skills in
both local and global contexts. This experiential-learning
course is now one of the most popular electives at the

HKUST School of Business and Management.

Appointed as a Court Member of HKUST in 2004,
Mrs. Fung Yeh began leveraging her profound and
strategic business insights to help promote the interests of
the University and raise funds. Subsequently reappointed
to the Court from 2016 until 2020, she has also served as a
Council Member from 2010 to 2016, a Member of the
Institutional Advancement and Outreach Committee
from 2012 to 2020, and a Member of the Council’s
Honorary Awards Committee from 2013 to 2016.

It is our great pleasure to honor Mrs. Fung Yeh for her
unstinting philanthropy and strong commitment to
exhorting future leaders who can develop new approaches
to pressing societal problems. We are also delighted to
salute her for her dedication to spending more than a
decade helping our University consolidate and enhance its
international profile.
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