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About to turn 80, Prof. YU Tongxi shows no sign of
slowing the phenomenal work rate that has cemented his
status as an internationally renowned authority on Impact
Dynamics and Plasticity. The jewel in the crown of Prof.
Yus lifelong dedication to research and education, his
creative and influential research papers are still cited a
thousand times annually by his academic peers.

Born in China’s Sichuan Province in 1941 to a family
of educators - his father was a college president and his
mother a teacher — Prof. Yu seemed destined to enter
academia from day one. Encouraged by his parents to
study science after he was awarded a prestigious
mathematics prize at the age of just 15, Prof. Yu was
admitted to
Mathematics and Mechanics in 1958, eventually going on

Peking University’s Department of

to study solid mechanics at postgraduate level.

The coming of the Cultural Revolution caused Prof.
Yu to spend the next decade serving as an army-farm
laborer, and later a factory worker. Sustained by his
academic passion and always determined to put a positive
spin on life’s upheavals, he credits the latter experience as
giving him valuable first-hand insights into mechanical
engineering.

After the socio-political movement ended, Prof. Yu
passed China’s National Examination and was able to
study overseas. He then re-embarked on his academic
journey at the University of Cambridge and earned a PhD
degree in Engineering Plasticity in 1983. He subsequently
carried out further research into Impact Dynamics at
Brown University in the US.

In 1984, Prof. Yu returned to China as Professor of
Mechanics at his old alma mater, Peking University. His
distinguished record of original research later led to an
offer to become a Reader in Mechanical Engineering at the
University of Manchester Institute of Science and
Technology from 1991 to 1995. 1995 was also the year
Prof. Yu embarked on his long career with the then
fledgling HKUST. After serving as Chair Professor and
Head of the Department of Mechanical Engineering, he
went on to hold various key senior positions such as
Associate Vice-President (Research & Development).

Throughout his pioneering 40 years of research, Prof.
Yu has been pivotal in transforming the formerly niche
topic of Plasticity and Impact Dynamics into a major
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Engineering  sub-discipline. =~ Protective  helmets,
transportation safety, space programs and nuclear plants
are just a few of the far-reaching applications Prof. Yu has
helped to advance. The inspiration for numerous
researchers, his textbooks and scientific monographs
remain essential reading for all students and researchers

following in his footsteps.

Prof. Yu received numerous academic accolades
throughout his long and distinguished career. Notable
examples include Cambridge University’s Doctorate of
Science in 1995, and the prestigious China Higher
Education Science and Technology Award (First Class) in
2001.

The highlight of Prof. Yu’s quarter-century service at
HKUST is undoubtedly the establishment of the HKUST
Fok Ying Tung Graduate School (FYTGS) in Nansha,
Guangzhou in 2007. Having to integrate both the
Mainland and Hong Kong educational systems and build a
brand-new institute in the Mainland from scratch, the
project posed not only academic but also administrative
and financing challenges.

As the founding Dean of FYTGS, Prof. Yu led a team
to identify and implement effective lobbying and
communication strategies. Greatly appreciated by his
colleagues, Prof. Yu’s devotion has seen FYTGS go from
strength to strength. In the 14 years since its inception, the
School has initiated ground-breaking research projects
spanning everything from engineering and computer
science to environmental modeling and Chinese culture.
Prof. Yu’s leadership has laid a solid foundation for the
of HKUST’s
postgraduate education and knowledge transfer activities
in both Hong Kong and the Mainland.

sustainable long-term  development

Despite having retired in 2010, Prof. Yu continues to
publish paper after paper in respected journals and
regularly accepts his academic peers’ requests to leverage
his expertise. He continued to serve different roles such as
Senior Advisor to the President, Senior Advisor to the
Vice-President for Research & Development, and Acting
Dean of Engineering after his retirement, and is currently
HKUST’s
Aerospace Engineering.

Professor Emeritus in Mechanical and

It is our great pleasure to honor Prof. Yu for his
lifelong commitment to education and research and for
guiding promising youngsters new to his field of expertise.
We are also delighted to recognize his dedication in
helping HKUST nurture
engineering talents whose innovative research will

emerging scientific and

eventually benefit all mankind.

BFIAMERN DR LI AT R AT 0 W ATHRB D
7§‘\

KHEPELF > 250 LegoF -

Jﬂgmﬁﬁpﬂi&ﬂ;ﬁﬁkér ,
BJE Rt o ¢ 457019955 B lAf ~ g,,gyﬂig s 1
(K#E) iz 1232001 & EF7 W3 RFLFEH
weE(- ) -

ERAEIRIAF A w A2 -
- o R20075 % G ﬁhhﬁ’p%
WA BEAFI R R AR S F B 2 -
SRR P B R R EFARSRTAF L Fl o 0 R
WEp{ob i cpr B > { F AT MR A
HATHTRR o

W ’w@@@ﬁ%

o HELR > ARBFAIEIG 0 BT AR
2AMMEAL T 8 BE A 0 24 AL FRE
FAATIRGASL BV FER LY S -
kbl te ko FHEBE LA 0 KA

G S A T TR AE L 1,
%éo%ﬁﬁwdmm?4§F$ RBR R
PEFERFATART U bR ESHR T
F s o

£ PLIT2010F E Rfs > RARF T 4 £
FEEFBRDIHGT 0 2 T TR f’é’?ﬁréﬁ#
AR wiTREE NEREFTIFER - BIRE
(FPL28B)FFEFZ2 1ERFERE
Py G AR Sy Bk 1 e F kB kKR

£7 B

B A TR RREE B
THEEIEAA 0 SE A KAFET 0 S
2%, e %‘_‘LLL Fors F 1L A j; o

BAAL X g2



