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Honorary Fellow of HKUST

While the rest of his five-year-old classmates were still
sketching matchstick men, KYSS Properties Founder and
Chairman, Mr. Kyran SZE, was using paperclips,
handkerchiefs and even lipsticks as his raw materials to
“build a house within a house”. Not long afterward, Mr.
Sze spent his formative post-Form Three years in the UK
and later Australia where he fell in love with Sydney Opera
House at first sight — a period that measurably influenced
his personal and professional development and reaftirmed
his childhood dream to become an architect.

Mr. Sze earned Bachelor’s degrees in Design Studies
and Architecture in 1987 and 1990, plus a Master’s degree
in Project Management in 1992 from Australia’s
University of New South Wales. Upon returning to Hong
Kong he joined an architectural firm involved in the Hong
Kong Housing Authority’s pioneer project under the
Private Sector Participation Scheme. Head-hunted by
leading Australian architectural group, Peddle Thorp’s
Hong Kong office - LPT Architects in 1995, he went on to
sit on its Board of Directors. In 2001, Mr. Sze and his
fellow Directors joined forces with three like-minded
visionaries from the UK to relaunch LPT as Aedas. As of
2012, authoritative WA100 international survey ranked
the company as the world’s largest international
architectural group and Mr. Sze the only Chinese
architectural professional from Hong Kong to ever have
helped found and build such a hugely successful practice -
a distinction he retains to this day.

During Mr. Sze’s time there, Aedas’ many landmark
projects included Hong Kong International Airport
Midfield Concourse, West Kowloon High Speed Rail
Station and Singapore’s iconic Marina Bay Sands Hotel.
His company also won many coveted international and
local awards for design excellence and quality delivery. In
his role as Managing Director, Mr. Sze ultimately oversaw
a network whose 40 offices and 2,500 staff generated over
HK$2.3 billion in revenues annually.

Mr. Sze’s insistence that every client is equally
important has long been a cornerstone of his success. This
is especially true of his establishment of a leading local
property investment and development company, KYSS
Properties. Mr. Sze and his team are now major players in
not only Hong Kong, but also Beijing, Shanghai,
Guangzhou, Shenzhen and Japan. In 2014, Mr. Sze also
became Director of Castic-SMP Machinery Corporation, a
joint-venture his late father had founded with the Aviation
Industry Corporation of China. Under Mr. Sze’s visionary
stewardship, the business has now evolved into one of the
world’s largest manufacturers of most advanced
equipment for the laundry and dry cleaning industries.
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Despite his hectic work schedule, Mr. Sze does everything
he can to share the fruits of his success with the less
fortunate. He traces his altruism back to the decade or so
his mother spent as a medical social worker when he was
growing up. A long-term supporter of Lok Sin Tong
Benevolent Society, Kowloon, one of Hong Kong’s largest
charity organizations, Mr. Sze became the body’s 136th
Chairman in 2016. In addition to the Community Chest
and as Founder and Governor of the Australian
International School in Hong Kong, his contributions to
some 80 charity organizations, NGOs and institutions
which  include Fu Hong Society, Kids4Kids,
Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao-Bay Area Economic And
Trade Association, just to name a few.

Over the years, Mr. Sze’s significant contributions to
architecture and real estate sectors have been recognized
with several high-profile professional distinctions. They
include the Presidency of the Hong Kong Institute of Real
Estate Administrators, Vice-Presidency of the Hong Kong
Real Property Federation and Chairmanship of the Hong
Kong Chamber of Commerce Real Estate and
Infrastructure Committee. Mr. Sze is now Chairman of the
Chartered Association of Building Engineers in Hong
Kong and Ambassador of the British Royal Charter. In
2012, Mr. Sze was awarded the prestigious "40+
Distinguished Fellow" recognition and went onto receive
one of the HKSAR’s most coveted accolades, the Medal of
Honour, in 2017.

Mr. Sze’s commitment to education was exemplified
by his long association with HKUST that began in 2013 as
a member of the University Council and Standing
Committee. He also sat as Vice-Chairman of the Campus
Development Committee (CDC) from then until 2016
before assuming the role of Chairman for another three
years, during which his main contribution to HKUST has
undoubtedly been helping to amend the CDC members’
scope of responsibilities in order to make sure the
on-campus development projects costing over HK$30
million will directly benefit more from CDC members’
expertise and depth of experience in planning,
architectural design and building construction. The
changes are playing a huge role in the development of
facilities such as the Multi-Purpose Auditorium, the
1551-bed student residence and more for HKUST’s new
Clear Water Bay campus masterplan. Mr. Sze now also sits
on the University Court and the Campus Development
Board for planning and development of the new 1.11 sq.
km HKUST(GZ) in Nansha, Guangzhou.

We are pleased to honor Mr. Sze today for his many
exceptional accomplishments in the areas of architecture
and real estate, his long and unstinting support of
deserving causes, as well as his huge contribution to
overseeing HKUST’s development projects in both Clear
Water Bay and Guangzhou campuses.
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