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Honorary Fellow of HKUST

To rise from humble beginnings through
perseverance and arduous work that ultimately bring
outstanding contributions to the business sector and
public organizations, Mr. Quinn LAW Yee-Kwan is a
good embodiment of the can-do spirit, hardworking
attitude, and ability to identify opportunities of many
Hong Kong people, especially the young generation when
the city’s economy took off in the 1970s.

Over and over again, Mr. Law has never allowed
adversaries to hold him down. Though not having an
opportunity to receive higher education, yet against all
odds, he ascended the ranks as a senior accountant at the
accounting powerhouse, PwC, previously called Lowe
Bingham & Matthews, where he qualified in 1977. Even at
the busy periods of his career, Mr. Law never ceased to
improve himself. In 1998, he completed a course in
Strategic Analysis organized by the University of
Pennsylvania’s Wharton School of Business, and in 2006,
he finished a Harvard University program in Leadership
Enhancement and Development.

Mr. Law’s illustrious career continued after he
changed over to business management. His prominence
was gained early on by participating in takeovers of the
Wharf and Wheelock companies as the city’s landmark
business deals in the 1980s. A senior executive and later a
director at Wharf for over twenty years, Mr. Law was the
driving force behind the completion of several important
financing deals enabling the Wharf companies to diversify
their funding sources beyond Hong Kong in the 1990s.
They included the Euro-USD convertible bond, the
Japanese Samurai bond, and the Yankee bond, firstly
issued at those times by a company listed in Hong Kong.

Recognizing Mr. Law’s wide-ranging professional
and business capabilities, the HKSAR Government
appointed him to head the Urban Renewal Authority
(URA) in 2008. Serving as its deputy chairman and
managing director, leading the URA has always been one
of the toughest jobs in Hong Kong as the city is one of the
few jurisdictions in the world to involve the government
directly in tackling urban decay and improving the living
standards of residents in old districts. Mr. Law spared no
effort in  rallying  support
stakeholders—legislators, landlords and tenants, and the
public—of the benefits URA’s
redevelopment plans.

from various

of accepting the

Recognizing he would not be at the helm of the URA
through to the completion of their top and long-duration
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Law nonetheless devoted
considerable resources to ensure these projects could
move ahead smoothly. The Wan Chai Lee Tung Street and
Kwun Tong Yue Man Square projects were the major and
prominent redevelopments in his era as the head of URA.
For his political acumen, operational efficiency and service
to his beloved home city, the Government awarded Mr.
Law the Silver Bauhinia Star medal in 2014.

redevelopment works, Mr.

Mr. Law has never forgotten his roots, and his
community work underscores his ardent desire to improve
the livelihood of others. In addition to his work at the
URA, Mr. Law was extremely active in the business
community, serving previously on the boards of numerous
associations and committees, including as a Member to
various committees of the Hong Kong Institute of CPAs
and of the Hong Kong General Chamber of Commerce, to
name but a few of his many responsibilities.

In the demonstration of his incredibly diverse talents
and generosity, Mr. Law has devoted the post-retirement
phase of his life to serving HKUST in a number of crucial
roles that would undoubtedly leave their mark on the
University. He served as a Court member from 2009 for
three years before his reappointment in 2018 and a
Council member from 2012 to 2018 during which he
chaired the Audit Committee and served on the Standing
Committee, Human Resources Committee as well as the
Task Force on Review of Council Effectiveness.

During Mr. Law’s time at HKUST, the University was
planning to develop its own in-house auditing team to
oversee its internal controls and so on. This vital
responsibility had previously been outsourced. Backed by
exhaustive studies and research, the University was
convinced to have its own in-house auditing department
again as Mr. Law and his Audit Committee members
firmly believed this would yield superior outcomes in
governance and internal control over the long-run.

Mr. Law was also a member of the Search Committee
overseeing the intense and rigorous global search process
for HKUST’s senior management including the fourth
President and the Vice-President for Administration and
Business, entrusting them to advance the University with
strategic vision and thought leadership.

As aleading business professional and role model who
has inspired the HKUST community with his boundless
dedication to excellence, we are pleased to recognize Mr.
Law today for his immense contributions to Hong Kong
and his outstanding service to the University in multiple
capacities.
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