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Catherine Leung lives life to the full. The energetic
mother of two immerses herself in her work, takes up
leadership positions in public services and performs at
Hong Kong Opera’s fundraising concerts, and all in the
while striving for a balance between her personal, work,

and family life.

Having earned a BSc in Economics from The
Wharton School of Business of the University of
Pennsylvania, the Ivy League graduate has not only chosen
a career open to relatively few women, she has excelled in
it, garnering awards and achieving many “firsts” for the
investment banking business in Hong Kong. After a
four-year stint doing consulting with Oliver Wyman &
Company in New York, in 1994 she joined JP Morgan
Securities, Asia Pacific and spent 20 years with the
company first as Vice President, Telecommunications and
Infrastructure Investment Banking, Asia Pacific, then
Managing Director, Hong Kong Investment Banking and
additionally, Vice Chairman, Asia Investment Banking.

With her experience spanning advisory, mergers and
acquisitions, equity capital markets, debt capital markets,
and debt and equity derivatives, she has always tried to
spearhead and lead the market and find unique solutions
for her clients. She worked in Hong Kong on the first IPO
of an asset manager (Value Partners), the first unrated
bond for Henderson Land, the first perpetual issuance in
Hong Kong for Cheung Kong Infrastructure, the first
Mongolian company listing in Hong Kong, the first
investment by Qatar Investment Authority in Asia and the
first joint venture between an Asian company and Abu
Dhabi Investment Authority.

During this time, Finance Asia recognized her
outstanding achievements by naming her one of “The
Top 20 Women in Finance” in 2011, and awarded JP
Morgan the distinctions of Best Foreign Investment Bank
in Hong Kong five times and Best Deal awards multiple

times.

As one of the few female leaders in the investment
banking industry, she takes it upon herself to provide
advice to young women who aspire to take their path in
banking, becoming a role model in an industry where

women in top positions were few and far between. Today,
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she runs the venture capital firm MizMaa Ventures which
she co-founded in 2016. The firm channels investment
from around the world to high tech startups targeting
those in Israel. Her team sources and evaluates every
aspiring deep tech company with the greatest care to make
sure their investment would have the best opportunity to
bring upon transforming change for the betterment of

mankind.

Ms Leung prominently stands out for her service to
society as well. An avid supporter of education and arts,
she is a Governing Board Member of Hong Kong Arts
Development Fund and a member of Opera Hong Kong.
She first joined HKUST in service in 2011 and has
developed strong ties with the University as a Member of
the Council, the University’s governing body, and a
member of the Finance Committee. In 2015-17, she was
the Chair of Institutional Advancement and Outreach
Committee for two years and a member of the HKUST
Standing Committee. Today, she is a member of the Court,
the University’s advisory body. She has also served as a lay
member of the Hong Kong Institute of Certified Public

Accountants and an advisor to the SFC REITs Committee.

Coming from a middle class background, it seemed
like a pipedream for one to attain an Ivy League education,
and yet that is exactly what Catherine achieved, thanks in
no small part to a Wharton alumni who interviewed her,
and who subsequently found a partial scholarship for her
to go overseas. Much grateful to this experience, Catherine
co-founded HeadStart@ HKUST in 2016, where she plays
the role of bridging the business community and the
young undergraduate students of HKUST, particularly the
freshmen and sophomore students, who are still in the
midst of finding out what they want to do and more
important, where their passion and capabilities lie. The
program grooms more than 60 participants annually
through summer internships, mentorships and
fellowships programs, providing them with a holistic
workplace immersion and career enrichment scheme, all
of which would not have been possible without the

generous contribution of Catherine.

We are proud to honor Ms Leung for her outstanding
personal achievements of the highest level, for so
generously giving back to society and her unwavering
commitment to our University in support of the next

generation.
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