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Sometimes we hear about enterprising youngsters of a
tender age, but Dr Aron Harilela certainly holds the record
for the youngest person ever to start his life in business. It
so happened in 1975 that his grandmother passed away on
the day of the Holiday Inn Golden Mile’s opening and his
father stayed home to mourn her. But he sent ahead little
four year old Aron to replace him at the ribbon cutting
ceremony and he - carefully copying what the adults were
doing — managed it with great dignity. From that point on,
he was never in any doubt that as an adult, he would carry

on running the family business.

At the age of 13, Aron was sent to study in Britain. As
someone with a wide interest, he chose to study law and
politics for his undergraduate degree, rather than
something related to business. He graduated with an
honors Bachelor’s degree and stayed on at the University
of Hull, England, to do a PhD in political philosophy. But,
with his future duties in mind, he also put in time to
understand the hospitality business and worked in room
service, the kitchen, restaurants and housekeeping during
his studies. This stood him in good stead when he took up
his fulltime position with the company.

Today, Dr Harilela is the Chairman and CEO of
Harilela Hotels Ltd, overseeing hotel operations in
Southeast Asia and Europe, and is in charge of acquisitions
for the privately owned Harilela Group. He joined the
group in 1994 in Britain and returned to the Hong Kong
headquarters two years later. He closely worked with his
father for nearly 20 years, officially taking over from him
in 2000. In his expert care are 14 hotels dotting the map of
Asia and two recently opened hotels in London and New
York, signifying the expansion of the Group’s footprint
beyond its home market. Dr Harilela is also a non-executive

Chairman of Burson Marsteller in Hong Kong.

The roots of the Harilela family business date back to
the beginning of the last century. The family full of
interesting history, which left present-day Pakistan first to
go to China in 1922 and then to Hong Kong in 1934, is
widely known and respected for their generosity. Growing
up in a large household where close to 100 of his relatives
all lived together, Dr Harilela had absorbed the family
ethos and became an advocate and contributor to society
himself.
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His devotion to Hong Kong led him to take on the role

of Chairman of the 25-member General Committee of The
Hong Kong General Chamber of Commerce and
contribute to this governing body, responsible for the
policies and fiscal management of the most important

business association in Hong Kong.

As a tireless supporter of Hong Kong’s businesses and
economy, he also held the prominent position of
Investment Promotion Ambassador for InvestHK in 2011,
successfully showcasing the territory as an appealing
destination to overseas investors. He is a Board Member of
the Hong Kong Community Chest, one of Hong Kong’s
outstanding charity organizations, the Honorary Secretary
for the
non-partisan think tank and a Voting Member of the

Business and Professional Federation, a
Hong Kong Jockey Club. In 2014 he was appointed by the

Government of the HKSAR as Justice of the Peace.

Dr Harilela is an ardent supporter of tertiary
education providing leadership in Hong Kong as well as
on a global playing field. His particular vision is to show in
our divided world that businesses can benefit society and
work in unison toward the same constructive goals. His
ambition also extends to nurturing the next generation of
business leaders in Hong Kong and overseas. He made a
generous donation to King’s College in London, UK in
support of setting up their Business School.

His local contributions have been recognized by the
tertiary sector several times. A strong supporter of
HKUST, he served on the Court of the University for over
10 years, contributing with his broad experience to this
supreme advisory body and full-heartedly promoting the
University’s interests and raising funds. He is now an
Honorary Court Member. He was also a Member of
HKUST’s Outreach
Committee for four years, his contributions touching

Institutional ~ Advancement
upon university development, stakeholders’ engagement
and fundraising. The Harilela family is an active donor of
HKUST, and donated a professorship of $5 million in
2012, and a scholarship fund of $1 million in 2004. As an
exemplary philanthropist, passionate supporter of
education and teaching and learning at this University, we

are delighted to honor Dr Aron Harilela today.
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