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A career in finance is not all about bonuses and high
salaries. When you are managing other people’s money,
whether for individuals or the community to spur
economic growth, it is about how to combine high returns
with social responsibility. Leading Hong Kong banker
Anita Yuen Mei Fung knows exactly what it is like to have
this duty of care. And over the past 30 years, she has shown
by outstanding example the way to integrate the two to the
benefit of the city as a whole.

Following a Bachelor of Social Science at the
University of Hong Kong, with a major in Finance, and
later a Master’s in Applied Finance from Macquarie
University, she rose to become CEO for Hong Kong at
global bank HSBC in 2011. She was the first female
executive in the bank’s 150-year history to be appointed to
the role. She had also been promoted to Group General
Manager of HSBC Holdings since 2008.

It seems highly appropriate that a “homegrown
banker”, as she has called herself, should set this record in
a bank synonymous with Hong Kong. Ms Fung started her
career in banking in the 1980s at Standard Chartered
Bank. After moving to HSBC in 1996, she steadily sailed
upward in line with Hong Kong’s own expansion into one
of the world’s most important financial centers. Her
contribution was marked by the reach of her knowledge in
different areas of banking. Senior posts along the way
included treasury and capital markets, regional trading,
and global markets, before moving into even higher realms
of management.

At the same time, she showed her commitment to
Hong Kong by continuously seeking to expand the city’s
financial sector, one of the four core pillars of the economy
along with tourism, trading and logistics, and professional
services. Her endeavors in renminbi internationalization
were especially notable, and a key factor in Hong Kong’s
rise to become the leading offshore RMB business hub. She
has also held positions in many influential financial
organizations, including the Hong Kong Association of
Banks,
government advisory committees. In 2013, she was

Treasury Markets Association, and related

recognized for her endeavor in the development of the
city’s banking industry with a Bronze Bauhinia Star.
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Extending out from the banking sector, she has set her
vision and expertise to work on behalf of statutory bodies
and other community organizations. In the world of
public service appointments, where women are still
underrepresented, Ms Fung has served with distinction.
She has not dwelt on her glass ceiling credentials but
quietly evolved into a major role model through her
capabilities and dedication. Those gaining the benefit of
her knowledge include the Hong Kong Monetary
Authority, the Hong Kong Mortgage Corporation, the
Airport Authority Hong Kong, Hong Kong Housing
Authority, and West Kowloon Cultural District Authority,
among others. She became a government-appointed
non-executive director of Hong Kong Exchanges and
Clearing Limited in 2015 and a Justice of the Peace the

same year.

At HKUST, the Council has been fortunate enough to
have gained Ms Fung’s guidance for the past six years. As
Vice-Chairman of the Finance Committee, she
automatically became chair of the Main Tender Board,
working together with senior administrators to ensure best
practice for the University. She also sat on the Audit and

Standing Committees.

During her time with the HKUST Council, Ms Fung
brought a sterling collection of personal qualities to the
table: energy and enthusiasm, an open-mind and
willingness to listen, preparedness and a good memory, a
readiness to follow up to keep people on their toes but
appreciation for work done. Using her insight into the
commercial sector and public bodies, she gave valuable
advice to improve University policies and keep them up to
date, while at the same time understanding that not
everything in the business world can be transferred to a

higher education setting.

Ms Fung has previously said she believes that being
successful within an organization is all about passion for
what you do. In her own multi-faceted commitment, she
has shown how such drive can bring high returns not only
to one’s own career or company but by being set to work
for the community. For professional achievement at the

highest levels and such continuous dedication to Hong

Kong, HKUST is delighted to honor Ms Anita Fung today.

RRATE S - b B ML AREF R B £ S0 8 A #
ok R R AL B AR - SRR EA DN LR
FIEWLBIEAL > BB L LB FB SR NRBALE
REZDATRREE - AR BEEH - it &L
fE A MERARTRAEET  SERLHELY
BETHAR > AOHEBERERR - HBERBES
AIRNE]  FBMGERR BEEEERGREA
XMEEERRBF - 20155 WEAREELEERSH
B A RN EILIFHITEEFRKFML

BENF BEMBREREGAFH XL
N FRREAT ERPEEER - WG HERHEER
CEEIRETERRABIATE  BELHRITH
AR FERRS BT REFZEFFA - R 2
THEEBHZREGRFHBERGER -

RFEARREGHH Bt arRASHES
BAZE : FRNERAASY  BARARLE > E
SRBEAAZR  FHFW mABRBFRS ; R
FELHH BBEERMGTFER  ERFZHRET
B2 F c WRAL T RHERR A RE S AAE
A& S 807 Mk - 205 AR R o N AR TE
FHRAREER  ARMNEAMARBEIRERL &
ERSHR S RASHABLE -

B ERERAWREEERE LM ER
FRM - —F B2 B HEFE 2N 2OHA
EHLKEAREFTETAMATESHERBEPRY
BUER > ETERAEET - BLETRASFERRELH
# > - ERBRARBEEFE > AROSRFEALALT
AR -



