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Maintaining continuity in our fast-moving times is an
extraordinarily difficult feat. Yet over the past decades, Mr
Samuel Tat Sum Wong, Executive Director of B L Wong
(Holdings) Company Limited and Pokfulam Development
Company Limited and former Chairman of the University
Council’s Campus Development Committee, has made it
his hallmark. From shielding his family’s construction and
property management business from corporate raiders to
activating an ageless 1-HKUST spirit by helping to foster
an unforgettable campus environment, he has safeguarded
past and present while remaining fully tuned to the future.
Both the University and Hong Kong have gained from this

great gift for constancy.

Before coming on board the University Council in
2010, Mr Wong already had in-depth experience of
meeting the continuity challenge. After graduating with
dual degrees in mechanical engineering and economics
from Tufts University in the United States, he returned to
Hong Kong in the late 1970s to start work in the family
construction business. The testing times began almost
immediately. The Wong family was the major minority
shareholder of a listed public company, and with his
father, the managing director, out of town, young Samuel
was suddenly faced with a hostile takeover. It was a tough,
tough learning experience for a fresh graduate in the real
world of hard knocks. Upon the return of his father, they
together rallied round the legal, financial, and advisory
resources to hold off the buyout and the business not only

survived but strengthened as a result.

Likewise Mr Wong himself. The early crisis
management trial, heart-pounding at the time, provided
just the right foundation to work alongside other family
members in seeing their businesses through Hong Kong’s
subsequent economic volatility - including pre-Joint
Declaration, Asian financial crisis, and SARS - and inspire
his drive for connectedness. He is also a Fellow of the
Hong Kong Institute of Construction Managers and

member of the Society of Builders, Hong Kong.

Mr Wong’s interest in education is both a legacy and a
personal quest. His much-respected father, Bing Lai

Wong, was a devoted Lingnan alumnus and Christian, as
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well as an active office holder in many welfare and sports
associations. Mr Wong has continued the tradition,
participating in various Lingnan education organizations
and alumni associations, and currently serving as
Vice-Chair of the
(University) College at Sun Yat-sen University. He has

Board of Trustees at Lingnan
also been strongly influenced by his own learning
experiences. His Lingnan Middle School days and its
motto of “Education for Service”, together with the
Christian values of tolerance and not judging others,
remain guidance to this day. He also served as a member
on the Board of Trustee at Millbrook School, New York.

The HKUST community has been a significant
beneficiary of Mr Wong’s devotion to education, and
belief in cohesion. His years as Chairman of the Campus
Development Committee from 2011-2016 encompassed
the crucial transitional period before and after the
introduction of the four-year degree and double cohort
years. Core contributions of the committee under his
watch included overseeing the updating of the University
Master Layout Plan and advising the Council on the many
major capital projects on hand during this time, including
the Lee Shau Kee campus, the Conference Lodge, Cheng
Yu Tung Building and the hostel in Tseung Kwan O.

The provision of more on-site residential hostels that
foster lasting friendships among students, a memorable
campus life, and long-term loyalty to HKUST was
naturally one of Mr Wong’s key interests. He was also
among the initial movers in encouraging the optimization
of the University’s beautiful seafront through the addition
of the HKUST Water Sports Center. As a teenager, he was
one of the first player from Hong Kong participating in the
Junior World Golf Championships among other sporting
activities, and fully understood the value of sports as a way

to self-esteem beyond studying.

Both his career and service are always carried out
without any wish to stand in the spotlight. He does not
insist that his own children follow him or that conservatism
comes at the expense of change. Quite the opposite, in fact,
as he is a keen lifelong learner. However, working hard,
remaining steadfast, and staying constant in his belief in
Hong Kong has seen life “turn out not too bad” he notes in
a typically humble self-assessment. Today we at HKUST
are proud to honor Mr Samuel Wong for his exemplary
example of unsung contribution, resolute championing of

continuity, and enduring Hong Kong spirit.
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