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Where to begin to encapsulate Ming Wai Lau, who is
just 35 years old, yet already has a list of accomplishments
that stretch beyond the limits of several regular lifetimes.
These achievements range from PhD prowess in the field
of law to leadership roles in numerous governmental and
community bodies to business acumen as chairman of

Chinese Estates Holdings Limited, one of Hong Kong’s

largest property development companies.

It did not always appear his journey would generate
such an exhaustive itinerary. Arriving at Crescent School
in Toronto for a single year of study in the mid-1990s, he
described himself as having “fairly low marks” and only
“moderate interest in academics” in a later school
publication. By his graduation as part of the Class of 1997,
he had evolved into a dedicated student, who valued
inspirational teachers and had a support network of
lifelong friends. Crucially, he had also been personally
awakened to the power of education to fundamentally
impact the course of a life, the pricelessness of new
experiences in shaping what we can become, and
individual responsibility in seeking change. Mr Lau’s

super-active CV began to evolve.

He studied law at King’s College London, where he
received his LLB and PhD. His thesis was later published
by Oxford University Press under the title The Economic
Structure of Trusts. In between these two degrees, he
squeezed in an LLM at the London School of Economics.
Working experience arrived in the form of jobs in the
finance and legal sectors, and Mr Lau is currently a
Visiting Lecturer at Harvard Law School. He is also
qualified as an Attorney and Counselor-at-Law in New

York State and a Chartered Financial Analyst.

Mr Lau has worked equally hard to use his material
good fortune to help education empower others. Under
his leadership, the Lau family’s Joseph Lau Luen Hung
Charitable Trust has made many major donations to
schools and higher education institutions in Hong Kong,
Mainland China, and overseas. At HKUST, the Trust
donated HK$10 million to support a named professorship
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in the School of Business and Management while a HK$40
million endowed scholarship fund has enabled more than
300 outstanding undergraduates to benefit from a HKUST
degree program. Mr Lau does not just write a check. Once
a year at a special University gathering, he meets awardees
for an exchange of views. He also encourages these top

students to engage in community service.

He himself is an exemplary participatory citizen, be it
sitting on the Council or Board of higher education
institutions or chairing Hong Kong’s Commission on
Youth. Other wide-ranging roles locally include serving on
the Commission on Poverty, Deputy Chairman of the
Ocean Park Board, and Vice Chair of the Bauhinia
Foundation Research Centre, a public policy think tank. In
the Mainland, he is a member of the Sichuan Committee

of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference.

Indeed, in seeing and searching out new knowledge all
around him, Mr Lau is continually energized to do more:
from meeting and talking to people with different
perspectives and from different backgrounds to acquiring
a pilot’s license, testing out new culinary creations, and
trying to add Icelandic and Arabic to already formidable
language skills. It is perhaps no surprise either to find

ultra-demanding triathlons among his favorite sports.

While a comfortable material life has never been in
question for Mr Lau, wealth does not and cannot shelter
anyone from the shattering emotional vicissitudes that
equalize us all: how to handle the divorce of parents just
ahead of becoming a teenager; how to cope with the early
demise of your mother following her long battle with
cancer. In facing such heart-wrenching challenges, new
knowledge is acquired at a cost even a billionaire finds
hard to bear. But it is how you set such piercing
experiences to work - in yourself and on behalf of others -

that is the true personal test.

This is what Mr Lau seeks to share in all his different
guises. This is why HKUST honors him today.
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