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To Mr Maximilian Y K Ma, the idea of public service
and “what you can do for others” is too often
overshadowed these days by “what can you do for me”.
Instead of just complaining, though, he has been working
hard to bring about change by setting a sparkling example.
For Mr Ma, Chairman of Lee Heng Diamond Group, his
family business, and Founder and Chairman of innovative
MaBelle Jewellery retail chain, is most definitely a

contributor beyond the call of duty.

The list of government advisory boards, charitable
committees and arts organizations that Mr Ma has sat on
or led in the past four decades is long and impressive,
ranging from the Law Reform Commission to the Hong
Kong Community Chest. He was Chairman of the Tung
Wah Group of Hospitals before he was 30, and his MBE
honor earned as early as 1984. To make sure he always
gives his best, he makes it a principle not to accept more
than three appointments at one time, and never to be an

absentee member, mentally as well as physically.

Such a proactive, participatory outlook became part of
Mr Ma’s life at a young age. When Mr Ma was just 12, his
rags-to-riches entrepreneur father suddenly died. This
called for growing up fast. Unable to fit into the rigid
rote-learning education of 1960s Hong Kong, at 14, he was
sent to the International School of Geneva, the world’s
oldest international school. There he was fortunate to
experience a truly diverse and equalizing education with
classmates whose parents often worked for the United
Nations. He then went to Boston University to study one
of the few Bachelor of Business Administration programs
available at that time. Forty years ago last month, he
returned to work at Lee Heng and make a difference to
Hong Kong.

Together with his elder and younger brothers, Mr Ma
went on to expand the family enterprise to a group of 12
companies. When he started MaBelle in 1993, offering the
first fixed-price, affordable, diamond shopping experience
to consumers, it was both an act of faith in Hong Kong’s
future and a joyful celebration of disruptive derring-do.
The chain now has over 90 stores in Hong Kong and
Mainland China, along with an e-commerce reach of 65

countries and 700 cities.
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Mr Ma’s first connection with HKUST was as a Court
Member. Enthused with what he learned about the
University’s education and research, he helped bring in
donations to support HKUST development. He became
Chairman of the University Council’s new Institutional
Advancement and Outreach Committee from 2010-2016.
One major initiative was the launch and initial sponsorship
of the well-received HKUST Science-for-Lunch talk series,
where faculty members share their latest research insights
in regular downtown gatherings. Mr Ma also willingly
provided his professional expertise and personal insights
as an Advisory Committee Member of HKUST Business
School’s Tanoto Center for Asian Family Business and
Entrepreneurship Studies and as a guest speaker for
programs from Leadership and Public Policy Executive
Education to the student leadership REDbird Award.

Other contributions also show the consistent
inclusiveness of his vision, encompassing those struggling
to cope as well as those seeking to soar. They involve
several major healthcare advances, including building
Hong Kong’s first pediatric intensive care unit;
fundraising for a new facility for The Christian New Being
Fellowship Youth Drug Rehabilitation Center in Sai Kung;
and dreaming up the HKCoCoon incubator, a co-working
space for entrepreneurs, mentors and investors to foster
Hong Kong start-ups. His son and daughter are the

co-founders.

Such vision is assisted by being a voracious reader and
a constant quest for greater understanding be it discussing
the meaning of the rule of law, pondering the history
behind Michelangelo’s David, traveling overseas — he has
visited 80 countries but always sees Hong Kong as home -
or fathoming out why he is here and how best he can use
his time to help.

In the end, he believes, you always gain more than you
give from service contribution and that is why his life has
been so fulfilling. For such a remarkable ability to see
beyond the here and now, and willing provision of
knowledge, energy and support to assist others from all
walks of life, HKUST is delighted to honor Mr Maximilian
Ma today.
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