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While Dr Steven J. DeKrey, or “Steve” as he was

o

universally known at HKUST, no longer walks our
corridors daily, the legacy of his 16 years in Hong Kong
remains all around - on campus and far beyond.

Dr DeKrey is now President of the Asian Institute of
Management. But until 2012, he was HKUST Business
School Senior Associate Dean, Director of Master’s
Programs, Adjunct Professor of Management, and one of
the lead characters in the School’s hugely successful and
precipitously fast global rise.

The HKUST MBA Program was ranked in the top five
in the region by Asia-Inc magazine in 2000, just nine years
after the University’s founding, and No.1 a year later. In
2010, the Financial Times placed it in the top 10
worldwide. Meanwhile, the Kellogg-HKUST Executive
MBA, run with Northwestern University’s Kellogg School
of Management in the US, achieved the No.1 spot globally
six times from 2007 onward in Financial Times’ surveys.
While rankings cannot tell the full picture, they certainly
help build a global brand,
consistently.

especially if achieved

When Dr DeKrey arrived in 1996 to reshape the
School’s MBA and become Founding Director of the
pioneering intercontinental joint Executive MBA, he
brought with him a special combination of top US
university administrative experience, academic knowledge
and networks. He had a PhD from the University of Iowa
and an MBA from the Kellogg School of Management,
where he had also served as Dean of Admissions. At the
University of Florida, he had directed the MBA program
and developed two Executive MBA programs. In addition,
he had taught strategy classes.

As always at HKUST, expectations were high. The
personable, go-getting American didn’t disappoint. As the
thousands of local and international rising business
leaders and senior corporate executives who subsequently
sought entry to HKUST Business School attested, and
colleagues acknowledged, Dr DeKrey developed and ran
Tough
game-changer and being a high GMAT achiever or

excellent programs. admission proved a
corporate star might not be enough. It was the balance of
minds, cultures, fields and bonding within a class that
could turn a local program global and from a useful

qualification to a lifelong personal asset.
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With early-days experience of rankings in the US, Dr
DeKrey also knew the significance for HKUST and other
institutions in Asia when such surveys started to spring up
internationally. Working together with other senior
management at the School, he used his insight and
outstanding skills as a communicator to ensure Asian and
developing countries’ programs got a fair opportunity to
shine by advocating for the methodology to be used and

how to measure criteria.

From his vantage point in Hong Kong, Dr DeKrey
soon recognized the global impact of China and Asia’s rise,
deftly driving the School’s growing number of master’s
programs to become meeting points for Hong Kong,
Mainland and international professionals and encouraging
broader East-West horizons. He himself taught insightful
and well-received leadership courses on the MBA and
Executive MBA. He also edited several books on Asian
business leadership (including Leadership Experiences in
Asia, co-edited with David M. Messick, Learning from
Leaders in Asia, and Making Extraordinary Things
Happen in Asia with Barry Posner and Jim Kouzes).

Indeed, Dr DeKrey moved as comfortably within the
wider business community as the higher education world,
actively boosting knowledge transfer between town and
gown and vice versa. In 2008, he became Chairman of the
American Chamber of Commerce in Hong Kong, an
organization influential in business circles throughout the
region and a rare accolade for a university-based member.
His list of other community activities was long and equally
distinguished, including former President of the Kellogg
Alumni Club of Hong Kong, former President of the
Kowloon Rotary Club and the first Honorary Member of
the HKUST Alumni Advisory Board.

Back on campus, Dr DeKrey’s long-term vision for
HKUST saw him devote much time in latter years to his
role as Chair of the Building Committee for the
state-of-the-art Lee Shau Kee Business Building. This
became the School’s first dedicated home in 2013 - a very
proud moment for Dr DeKrey, even though he had left the
University by then.

Today it is we who are proud to honor Dr Steven J.
DeKrey. We do so for his immense contribution to
excellence at HKUST Business School and the University’s
local, national and global standing, his significant impact
business and his

on Hong Kong’s community

commitment to the region’s future.
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