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Honorary Fellow of HKUST

As fortunate encounters go, they do not come much
better than meeting an oil sheikh in 1970s London as a
young chartered surveyor, helping him around the UK
capital’s property scene, and ending up with a job offer -
one that eventually led to living in the Middle East and
working as an advisor on the real estate portfolios of
several ruling families. But as Mr Nicholas Brooke’s life
exemplifies, luck is only part of the equation. It is the
foresight to spot opportunities and the confidence and
endeavor to seize them that actually take you to the next

level.

The willingness to put such a talent to work on behalf
of Hong Kong and its long-term future has been clear
since Mr Brooke first arrived in the city in 1980. He
initially worked for Swire Properties Ltd and played a
significant part in the company’s hugely popular
developments of Taikoo Shing and Pacific Place. When he
tapped into the city’s entrepreneurial spirit in 1988 to start
his own real estate practice, the comprehensive nature of
his consultancy and strict adherence to ethical behavior
helped put Hong Kong on the map for world-class
property development and investment advisory services.
The University of London alumnus is the chairman of
Professional Property Services Limited, a trustee of the
International Valuation Standards Council, and a Past

President of the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors.

Mr Brooke’s vision, optimism, and impetus for
moving forward coincided with the city’s own, and, he
soon joined “Team Hong Kong”, contributing his
expertise in large-scale project planning, delivery and
leadership to become a stalwart player in public and
professional service. Mr Brooke is a founder member and
fellow of the Hong Kong Institute of Surveyors, the
chairman of the Harbourfront Commission, a member of
the Commission on Strategic Development, and founded
the Heritage Hong Kong Foundation together with his
wife, Margaret. He has also served on the Hong Kong
Town Planning Board and Hong Kong Housing
Authority.
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A firm believer that innovation underpins growth, one
of Mr Brooke’s greatest challenges and triumphs was the
Hong Kong Science and Technology Parks Corporation,
where he battled keenly to get the idea of a hub to spur
commercialization of new knowledge off the drawing
board and into reality. After the statutory body was finally
formed in 2001, he served first as a board member and
then as chairman from 2007 to 2014. In these roles, he
devoted enormous time to building up community,
Mainland China, regional and international support,
driving forward world-class infrastructure provision,
incubation programs and collaboration, and pushing
forward the hi-tech boundaries of Hong Kong
entrepreneurialism. Among his many achievements there,
he helped pave the way for the 170 incubatees currently

being nurtured, including those from HKUST.

Indeed, the arrival of the Park was excellent news for
HKUST, adding another feisty voice and top practical
resources and support for the University’s faculty and
graduates in moving concepts from campus to
marketplace. Both institutions champion areas of high
social impact such as green technology, information and
communications technology, and electronics. Both seek to
keep Hong Kong at the forefront of national, regional and
global development through spurring the start-up
businesses that could power growth and better lives. As
chairman, Mr Brooke participated in HKUST endeavors
to advance recognition of the critical role of science and
technology in the city and region’s future development.
Separately, he has also generously provided time to mentor

HKUST students.

In 2012, Hong Kong recognized Mr Brooke’s
dedication to promoting innovation and technology
development with a Silver Bauhinia Star, which now sits
alongside the earlier Bronze Bauhinia Star for his work
with the Housing Authority. Today, we at HKUST honor
Mr Nicholas Brooke for his long commitment to powering
forward Hong Kong’s knowledge economy and assisting
our University in its mission, for his willing gift of insights
and expertise to enhance the city’s long-term prospects,
and for his drive to create opportunities for the next

generation to seize.
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