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For Dr Winnie Ko Pui-shuen, Chairman of Kingrich
Asia Holdings Limited and entrepreneur extraordinaire,
taking the road less traveled has always proved the most
rewarding, no matter how demanding the route. Hailing
from a background that did not automatically lead to a
prosperous future, Dr Ko strode instead through the open
door of opportunity offered by Mainland China in 1979,

entering the silk export sector.

Like many other Hong Kong business leaders who
trace their roots to Chiu Chow, steering enterprises of her
Working doubly hard to
overcome the additional challenges involved in being

own proved a natural fit.

female, she is far-sighted and brave enough to pioneer
major ventures in far-flung locations. While others from
Hong Kong remained firmly focused on the Pearl River
Delta, Dr Ko looked beyond the immediate to embrace the
bigger picture. From garment manufacturing in Shantou,
she moved on to bulk export of garments to Europe and
America. She also earned renown as the founder of
Shenyang Wuai Market Clothing Town in Liaoning
Province, which has become the largest international trade
center in Northeast China. The mammoth center with a
construction area of about 127,000 square meters

currently serves up to 300,000 customers a day.

Alongside industrial and real estate endeavors, Dr Ko
quietly began to take her place as a contributor to the
wider community. In recognition and celebration of her
heritage she became an Honorary President of the
Federation of Hong Kong Chiu Chow Community
Organizations and Director of the Hong Kong Chiu Chow
Chamber of Commerce. She is a Director of the China
Overseas Friendship Association, an Honorary President
of the Federation of Hong Kong Guangdong Community
Organizations and a member of the 11th Heilongjiang
Committee of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative

Conference.

In basing her business ventures initially on silk, that
quintessentially Chinese material, her respect and love for
Chinese culture was nurtured, growing into a focal point

for activities later in life. In recent years, she has sought to
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preserve the Chiu-shan and Manchu culture and funded
the building of more than 20 Buddhist temples across
China. In 2004 and 2012 respectively, she supported the
grand blessing ceremony displaying a finger relic and a

parietal-bone relic in Hong Kong.

In Hong Kong she has played an equally significant
role in cultural philanthropy, supporting the Jao Tsung-I
Petite Ecole at The University of Hong Kong and the
chronicling of Hong Kong’s indigenous culture. We at
HKUST have also been fortunate to gain Dr Ko’s
assistance to establish the special collections area of our
Library, with its ancient maps and rare science and
technology-related classical works. Thanks to Dr Ko, we
are also able to digitalize items from the collection to allow
more people worldwide to enjoy these wonderful
treasures. The display and reading area has subsequently
been named the Hong Kong Chiu Chow Chamber of
Commerce Ko Pui Shuen Gallery. Committed to extending
opportunities for the next generation and a firm advocate
of knowledge to improve individual and community
prospects, Dr Ko has also assisted scholars at HKUST
through the Hong Kong Chiu Chow Chamber of
Commerce Postgraduate Scholarships since 2008.

While Dr Ko has always strived to remain low-key, so
many contributions in so many different areas could not
help but lead to recognition inside and outside Hong
In 2007, she received the World Outstanding

Chinese Award from the World Chinese Business

Kong.

Investment Foundation and an honorary doctorate from
Sinte Gleska University in California. In 2009, she was
awarded an honorary fellowship from The Open
University of Hong Kong. In 2012, she was awarded the
Bronze Bauhinia Star by the HKSAR Government.

Dr Ko has broken with tradition in her amazing
business career while championing the significance of
cultural legacies and helping the next generation to head
With

determination, she has created her own path. She has

for success through education. spirited

pointed the way forward and generously opened up the

avenues to set others on their way.
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