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Heritage may sometimes appear to be given short
shrift in Hong Kong’s ceaseless drive to move onward. But
for Mr Abraham Shek Lai-him, working to bring past and
present together to create a dynamic future for the city has

been a lifetime quest.

For Mr Shek, a respect for tradition arrived early on in
life. Born in Macau, he was educated at Queen’s College,
one of Hong Kong’s oldest schools, and then at
Australia’s long-established University of Sydney. As an
undergraduate, he took history as his major. This inspired
a long-term perspective that he has subsequently brought
to bear on Hong Kong’s outlook in areas from business to
politics. He also undertook a Diploma of Education,
gaining insight into the significant role that education
plays in shaping individuals and consequently the citizens

they become.

When he returned to Hong Kong in 1970, the city was
bouncing back from the disturbed times of the late 1960s.
Opportunities abounded for a person with vision and
drive. As Hong Kong’s manufacturing and export-oriented
economy thrived, Mr Shek entered the shipping field. He

stayed in the sector for 14 years.

In the 1980s, Mr Shek took on the role of Commercial
Director of the Kowloon-Canton Railway Corporation,
before moving in 1987 into the land and real estate
development sector with which he is most associated
today. In his 13 years as chief executive of the Land
Development Corporation - the forerunner of the Urban
Renewal Authority - Mr Shek was a prime mover in
kick-starting Hong Kong’s bid to renovate and renew its
city landscape. In this role, his love of history and his
experience of the business world could be united on a
mission that promised to improve housing and the
environment in Hong Kong through urban renewal. More
than 20 projects were started and 15 completed under his
watch, including the revitalization of Western Market in
Sheung Wan and Yuen Po Street Bird Garden in Mong
Kok. Other projects enabled people to be rehoused from
cage homes to flats with separate toilets and air

conditioning, an outcome he found especially satisfying.
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From the start of the new millennium, Mr Shek entered
the Legislative Council, where he has represented the real
estate construction functional constituency for the past 14
years. He has said previously he does so on behalf of the
generations to come - his own grandchildren and those of
Hong Kong people as a whole. In addition, he sits on a

number of corporate boards.

He was made a Justice of the Peace in 1995, and
received a Silver Bauhinia Star in 2007 and a Gold
Bauhinia Star in 2013 for his distinguished public and

community work.

Mr Shek’s early interest in education took root. He
has served as a member of the HKUST Council, the
University’s top governing body, and is currently a
member of the HKUST Court, the supreme advisory body.
His belief and support for the University and its work was
demonstrated when he introduced a Private Member’s bill
into the Legislative Council leading to a smooth passage
for amendments to the HKUST Ordinance in 2008 -
changes that have led to elected staff and student members
in the Council. Furthermore, he has used his knowledge
and experience to contribute advice related to campus

design.

Among the major benefits of education, according to
Mr Shek, is its capacity to unite disparate streams of
thought in pursuit of shared goals. He is keen to foster this
capability and to see young people take on board the need
for compassion and a humanistic approach if social
development is to be sustained. Meanwhile, his own
blending of history, business and politics, and dedication
to community service, serve as an outstanding real-time
example of what can be achieved by those with a willing
heart.
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