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Within classical music circles, Takako Nishizaki is a
household name. For untold millions of Chinese she is a
world musician who has played her way into their homes
and hearts. Her recording of Vivaldi’s Four Seasons has
sold more than one million copies and her recordings of
the Chinese Butterfly Concerto have sold an eye-popping
three and a half million copies in China and South-east
Asia alone. By her artistry she has transcended geography

and nationality, and even time itself.

She was born into a musical family. Her mother was a
pianist, while her father and first violin teacher was the
co-founder of the Suzuki Method. Under his tutelage,
Nishizaki began performing at the age of five and won her
teacher’s diploma at the incredible age of nine. Eventually,
she found herself at the fabled Julliard School and studied
under the celebrated Joseph Fuchs. There she won the Fritz
Kreisler Scholarship and in 1964 the Second Prize at the
Leventritt International Competition behind Itzhak
Perlman. In 1969 she won First Prize in the Julliard

Concerto Competition.

From there, her concert career blossomed, performing
with many leading orchestras throughout the world.
Thirty nine years ago she met and married Klaus
Heymann in Hong Kong, for whom she gave up an
anticipated professional life with her father who had set up
a studio in preparation for her return. But Mr Heymann
was to play a key role as the founder of Naxos in producing
her 100 CDs which have turned her into a global celebrity.
Together, this king and queen of classical music have

redefined international musical royalty.

But it was in live concerts that Prof Nishizaki
would harvest her most soulful moments. Once in
pre-Perestroika Soviet Union, in a concert hall sadly in
need of repair, she was deeply touched when a man in
muddy boots came running in to offer her a bouquet of
lovely mountain lilies after the concert. At another time, in
her native Nagoya, seated at the front row of the concert
hall was a blind man with a guide dog. The dog sat stone
still, as if entranced. But its master had tears silently rolling
down his cheeks as she played Mozart’s sublime music, a

sight that overwhelmed the performer and every single
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member of the orchestra. Backstage, they all hugged
and cried. These are moments that belong to magical

music-makers alone.

As a musician, Prof Nishizaki’s life may be divided
into three stages: as a concert performer, a recording artist,
and, in recent years, a violin teacher. In each of these roles,

she is an uncompromising perfectionist.

These days she only gives about ten concerts a year,
most of her time being devoted to running her Takako
Nishizaki Violin Studio founded in 2005, now a stable of
three hundred students. She uses the best elements of the
Method,

teaching. For students too poor to afford a violin, she

Suzuki combining them with traditional
provides the instrument, one to the student and an adult
version to the mother, passionately believing in her unique
teaching method in which student, teacher and parent

form a tight triangle.

As a person who lives without fuss or fanfare, she is
seldom seen in high society events. Whatever time is left in
her overscheduled life she donates to fund-raising
activities and charity concerts with the proceeds going to
various philanthropic organizations, including Po Leung
Kuk, the Red Cross and the Society for Abandoned
Animals. Her services to the community earned her a
Bronze Bauhinia Star from the grateful Government of
the Hong Kong SAR in 2003 and her lifetime achievement
put her on the list of the Japanese edition of Newsweek of
the 100 most admired Japanese in the world. Away from
the glare of publicity, she is quietly coaxing the next
generation of young violinists. Who is to say that one day
soon another global violin virtuoso wouldn’t emerge from
her stable of students to melt the hearts of the world.
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