Every great era needs a great interpreter. And every major
society demands its own major investigator. Andrew G Walder,
Chair Professor of Sociology at Stanford University is the scholar
most admired for his insights into modern China. The revolutions
in China, whether Maoist or managerial, political or economic, are
fodder for Professor Walder's voracious interest in the Middle
Kingdom.

According to his sociological peers, Professor Andrew Walder is
one of the world's top three sociologists in the study of contemporary
Chinese politics and economy. This judgment is rendered not only
on the quantity of his intellectual output, but also on the breadth
and depth of analyses and smart methodology in his empirical
studies.

Showered with awards, fellowships and grants for nearly three
decades, Professor Walder won the Distinguished Scholarly Publication
Award of the American Sociological Association in 1987, the Joseph
Levenson Book Prize for Asian Studies in 1988, the European Group
on Organization Studies Book Award of the American Sociological
Association that same year, and the Distinguished Contribution
Award of the International Association for Chinese Management
Research in 2008.

With numerous books and dozens of articles to his credit, either
as editor, co-editor or sole author, including Property Rights and
Economic Reform in China, which was co-edited with his Hong
Kong-born wife Professor Jean C Oi, Professor Walder has been a
prolific writer and scholar. His more recent publications include
Fractured Rebellion, a study of the Beijing Red Guard Movement,
and From Control to Ownership: China's Managerial Revolution in
Management and Organization Review.

Sociologists have sometimes been accused of hiding thin
intellectual substance behind a thicket of esoteric jargon. Neither of
this is true of Professor Andrew Walder. Like all great interpreters
and scholars, Professor Walder is a great communicator. He writes
on specialist subjects with a non-specialist flair, in a style that is
refreshingly free of pretentious terminology. There is a quiet elegance
to the way he handles his vast subject matter, a sure sign of a superior
intellect. He has made China intelligible and sociology readable to
the general public. As China grows in global importance, what
Professor Walder has to say about it will likewise attract a greater
audience and attention.

Professor Walder's scholarship is welcome and appreciated
everywhere. He has been a Visiting or Honorary Professor at several
institutions: the Department of Sociology at Stockholm University,
at the Centre Chine of the Ecole des Haute Etudes en Sciences
Sociales in Paris, at Renmin (Chinese People's) University in Beijing,
and at Peking University and Qinghua University. Early in 1995, we
were lucky that of all Asian universities, he chose to land here at a
new department in a new university.

A student of social and political conflict, Professor Walder has
a silky touch in academic management. From 1995 to 1998, when
he headed the Division of Social Science at this University, he brought
high stature and a high degree of intellectual ferment to a young
department, giving it a precocious maturity. The Hong Kong
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Government's Research Grants Council opportunistically tapped him
as the Chairman of its Panel on the Humanities, Social Sciences and
Business Studies for ten long years beginning in 1996.

Professor Walder has over the years reciprocated the affection
this University has for him. He sits on our advisory committee for
introducing social sciences as a new major in undergraduate education
under the new 3-3-4 configuration. He has returned here periodically
as an adjunct professor to give lectures on his favorite subject. In
fact, following his conferment today as an Honorary Fellow at
HKUST, he will deliver yet another distinguished lecture here, this
time on "China's Evolving Polity: Thirty Years of Reform".

Professor Walder has a blue-blooded academic pedigree, with a
bachelor degree in political science from Johns Hopkins University,
and a PhD in sociology from the University of Michigan. Following
his doctoral studies, he was snapped up by one Ivy League university
after another, as an Assistant Professor of Sociology at Columbia
University for six years in the early 1980's, the John L Loeb Associate
Professor of Social Sciences at Harvard University from 1987 until
1989, when he was made professor of sociology at Harvard, remaining
there until 1995. He served as Director of Harvard's MA Program on
Regional Studies (East Asia) between 1992 and 1995.

From Harvard he came east to head our Social Science Division,
and served as Associate Dean of the School of Humanities and Social
Sciences for two years. Then he returned to the Ivy League circuit,
to Stanford University, where he has taught sociology for the past
twelve years. Like us, Stanford loves him dearly, making him a Senior
Fellow in its Institute for International Studies, Chairman of the
Department of Sociology in 1999, and Director of its Asia/Pacific
Research Center in 2000. Today, he continues to teach at Stanford
as Denise O'Leary and Kent Thiry Professor in the School of
Humanities and Sciences.

His former colleagues at HKUST have nothing but undiluted
praise for him. Social science professors at this University are said to
be divided into two categories: "smart", and "gifted". They classify
Professor Walder as "gifted”, seeing in him a born sociologist, with
innate curiosity, breadth of vision and a penetrating and speculative
intellect. They believe that his greatest achievements are yet to come,
to the enormous benefit of all those who wish to know China well
or understand her better.

By all accounts, Professor Walder is not only a great scholar, but
also a good man. He is no ivory tower scholar. Many consider him
supremely able, affable and untouchable as a China expert. He is as
keenly listened to in Beijing, Europe, America as he is here. His
legendary cross-cultural communication skills have no doubt been
boosted by his marriage to his political scientist wife, Prof Jean O,
herself a specialist in rural Chinese politics. It is a formidable husband
and wife team, ready to take on the monumental task of deciphering
the world's greatest economic transformation and a great evolving
society. In Professor Walder, sociology has found its eloquent
spokesman for China studies. For those who have seen him weave
his intellectual magic, sociologists don’t come any better than this.

Mr Pro-Chancellor, on behalf of the Council of The Hong Kong
University of Science and Technology, I have the high honor of
presenting to you Professor Andrew G Walder, Denise O'Leary and
Kent Thiry Professor of Sociology at Stanford University for the
award of Honorary Fellowship.
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