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To health-conscious Chinese, ginseng and deer antlers are
the king of dietary supplements. Mr Hui Hok-Chee, as a
specialist, comes closer to royalty in this business than perhaps
any other person. From his life-long pursuit, he has found
prosperity, social respect and plenty of friends across Asia. As
a legendary trader, he has traveled throughout many of the
"chopsticks" societies, from South Korea and Japan in the
North to Thailand and Taiwan in the South.

Mr Hui is a splendid exponent of the Chinese saying that
"Every trade has its true champion.” Steeped in centuries-old
traditions, this trade depends on having a keen nose and a
sharp eye. Mr Hul is regarded by many as something of a
living authority on the therapeutic properties of these natural
products. There is a twinkle in his eyes when he talks
passionately about his favourite subject. A conversation with
Mr Hui is a lively lesson in the efficacies of these products and
the holistic approach to healthcare. His expertise is such that
when the South Korean government wanted to set export
prices for deer antlers, it dispatched its consular officials in
Hong Kong to Mr Hui to seek his counsel and guidance. As
one of only four authorized dealers in mainland-sourced
ginseng and deer antlers, no one has a firmer grasp on the
supply and demand dynamics of these products.

Those who purvey in traditional products are naturally
drawn to traditional moral values. Mr Hui is nothing if not a
perfect traditional Chinese gentleman. His word is his bond.
He fervently believes in doing good after doing well. A native
of Chiu Chow whose inhabitants are famous for their capacity
for hard work and resourcefulness, Mr Hui also shares its
deep-rooted belief in education. After sending his four children
to Canada to receive the best western education money can
buy, he turned to providing schooling for the underprivileged
in his country. In concert with other members of the Lions'
Club, of which he is a life member, Mr Hui contributed to the
founding of two primary schools in the mountainous regions
of northern Guangdong Province, taking in a total of over
1,000 pupils. The Chiu Chow Merchants Association, of which
he is vice-chairman, has a primary school and a kindergarten
to its credit in his native county. Mr Hui is also working hard
to bring about joint food safety research by HKUST and Shantou
University, with the official blessing of Shantou City's Health
Department.

Back in Hong Kong, his educational interests run the
gamut of the primary to the tertiary. Again as a collective
effort, Mr Hui and his friends from his native Chiu Yeung
County banded together to build two primary schools for the
economically disadvantaged Tin Shui Wal area, providing
quality education for some 1,900 students. One of the schools,
against long odds, has achieved elite school status. Despite his
overscheduled life, he oversees its policies as a director of the
board. The Chiu Chow Merchants Association is also the
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sponsoring body of another primary and a secondary school
in Hong Kong. This same association has been sponsoring an
undergraduate scholarship at HKUST and seven other local
universities. It is now underwriting the recruitment of non-
local students of Chiu Chow ancestry by providing ten
scholarships worth $450,000 each, with preference given to
those going into traditional Chinese research programs. Mr
Hui is keen to seek scientific validation of the health benefits
of natural products he purveys.

There is one telling episode in the life of Mr Hui. In the
throes of the SARs epidemic, he could be seen busily organizing
clean-up campaigns and offering free neighborhood seminars
to educate residents on the measures to protect their health
and hygiene. This is civic spirit at its most courageous.

He may have a traditional Chinese heart, but Mr Hui's
mind is thoroughly modern and open to Western influences.

The distance between traditional Chinese herbs and state-
of-the-art electronic components is as great as the techno-
cultural difference between them. Few have successfully
traversed the boundary separating these two unrelated
businesses. Mr Hui Hok-Chee is one of the very few to have
done so. Having sent his elder son to Japan to study its language,
he subsequently set up an electronic components trading
business in Tokyo. He set his mind on cracking the secrets of
the Japanese dominance in this field. At one point, his market
share reached such a level that his son got the rare privilege of
being invited to sit in on Toshiba's and Hitachi's internal
business meetings.

Mr Hui knows too well that diversity is the name of the
game in surviving and thriving in business. If his venture into
electronic components seems far-fetched, his foray into the
culinary business is but a logical extension of his trade in high-
end Chinese herbal materials. The unshakeable trust in the
goodness of herbs is very much a Chinese thing. This trust
finds its way into their eating habits and dietary preferences.
Famous herbal soups are a staple of the Chinese dinner table.
There is an inseparable relationship between herbs and Chinese
cooking. So no one was surprised when Mr Hui went into a
side venture in gourmet Chinese catering. Today he is a proud
partner in a famous Chiu Chow restaurant. Mr Hui has thus
managed to find his way into the hearts, minds and stomachs
of his fellow Chinese compatriots. He has an enormous appetite
for success equaled only by his enormous appetite to do good.

Mr Pro-Chancellor, I have the honor to present to you, on
behalf of The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology,
Mr Hui Hok-Chee, a legendary trader and Chairman of the
Lung Cheong Hong (Holdings) Limited, for the award of
Honorary Fellowship.
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