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There are many reasons to like Lester Garson Huang, not least
because he was Trinidadian-born. Trinidadian Chinese are a
special tribe of happy-go-lucky islanders who have no quarrel with
the world or with life itself. There is music in their souls and
moral goodness in their hearts. Despite the seriousness of his legal
profession and his long years of living in highly urbanized Hong
Kong, Mr Huang's Trinidadian roots remain robust. He is a
wonderful living oxymoron braiding two divergently different
cultures — the warmth and backslapping friendliness of Caribbean

people and the efficiency of the hard-driving Hong Kong Chinese.

Mr Huang has an advocate's silver tongue and a social
reformer's heart of gold. His domestic pedigree is impeccable.
His mother is a highly respected retired educator. Most people
know her as the former principal of Maryknoll Convent School in
Kowloon Tong — a beacon of educational excellence in Hong
Kong. His father made his mark as a civic-minded barrister. From
these parental ingredients emerge Mr Huang's own unique brew

of passion for educational excellence in the broadest sense.

As a dean of practicing lawyers, his first crusade was for the
quality of legal education. In this, he was ahead of the times. He
foresaw the need for reform in the education of lawyers. During
his tenure on the Legal Education Committee, he helped establish
benchmarks which resulted in qualitative improvements in the
legal profession. In a move that foreshadowed the proposed "3-3-
4" system, Mr Huang helped turn a previously 3-year legal education
into a 4-year program. That extra year, he firmly believes, has
added intellectual breadth and depth to an education that was
otherwise narrow or shallow. As a member of the Law Society's
Standing Committee on Standards and Development, he also
pushed for prescribing a higher English standard for legal
practitioners. He also serves as a Board member of the Faculty of

Law at the University of Hong Kong.

In the last 16 years, Mr Huang has been acting as the custodian
of our future through his work in a myriad of committees, including
the Law Society's Community Relations Committee, its Legal
Education Committee, and its Continuing Professional
Development Committee. Today he leads the Law Society of
Hong Kong as its President.

In the non-legal sector, his many pro-bono posts oversee the
running of schools and the delivery of good teaching. Asa La Salle
old boy, he became a member of the La Salle Primary School
Redevelopment Committee, and now serves as the Chairman of
the La Salle Foundation. For all his overscheduled life, he still
throws himself into the role as school manager of one of Hong

Kong's most venerated educational institutions, La Salle College.
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Mr Huang's educational activism flows from his unalterable
belief that the young are the future of our society. His interest in
the future of the young takes many forms, including the current
presidency of the Hong Kong Federation of Youth Groups, and
membership in the all-important Education Commission, where

he generates ideas for better ways to educate the younger generation.

Mr Huang's involvermnent with the community is octopus-
like. He may be the only man to simultaneously sit on the Transport
Advisory Committee and the Midwives Council of Hong Kong,
not to mention the Advisory Committee on School-Based
Management. Yet, incredibly he still finds time to help the Hong
Kong Blind Union, the Spastics Association of Hong Kong and the
Junior Police Officers' Association as their respective honorary

legal advisor.

Centrally pertinent to today's proceedings, he has served six
years as a member of HKUST's University Council. Away from
the glare of public spotlight, Mr Huang has provided yeoman
service for five years as a member of the University's Tender
Board, ensuring the provision of quality facilities and services to
the University. Ingeniously, as a member of the University's
Biotechnology Research Corporation Limited, he helped keep it
throbbing and thriving with his wise counsel and professional
guidance. Currently, Mr Huang is an Honorary Member of the

University Court.

For a non-educator, he is intimately knowledgeable about
cutting-edge educational ideas. Mr Huang, for example, believes
in the efficacy of continuous assessment in education and the
educative value of thoughtful feedback. Outcome-oriented and
forward-looking, he wisely advocates the development of research
skills, writing abilities, and self-education capabilities against a

rapidly changing world.

Hong Kong lawyers have an increasingly international practice,
serving a global citizenry in trade and trust matters. Professionally,
Mr Huang inhabits different time zones and jurisdictions. He
jokingly says that his work as a legal professional really starts daily
after dinner when international firms open their doors for business
on the other side of the globe. He is the consummate modern
man whose global practice crosses different boundaries and
disciplines. Yet he remains firmly rooted in Hong Kong, enriching
local life with his global vision and regional knowledge.

Mr Pro-Chancellor, I have the honor to present to you, on
behalf of The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology,
Mr Lester Garson Huang, a partner of P C Woo & Co and a
former member of the University Council, for the award of

Honorary Fellowship.
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