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Honorary Fellow of HKUST

Dr Tin Ka-Ping is well known in greater China for two
things: as a hugely successful industrialist and a selfless
philanthropist. In the financial support of educational causes
and institutions, he has few equals. In academic communities
in this part of the world, he is a household name. He is also
among the last remaining exponents of the Confucian virtues
of honor and respect in all interpersonal relationships. He
believes in the primacy of deeds over words. Above all, he
believes in the universal sharing of good fortune.

No one gives away more than half of his personal wealth
as happily as he does. But it is not merely wealth-sharing that
makes him special. It is how deeply his giving reaches into his
being. He practices a form of charity that stretches
philanthropy to its limit: “giving until it hurts.” One episode
that is now the stuff of legend may have been told elsewhere,
but it is a story of such perennial value that it is worth repeating
wherever and whenever people come together to celebrate
exceptional people in society.

In the thick of the Asian financial crisis, in the midst of a
slump in the housing market, Dr Tin unhesitatingly sold his
magnificent mansion where he had lived happily for over 37
years, and to which he was deeply attached, so that he might
use the proceeds to fund some 20 schools and honor his pledges
to charities. His mansion sold, he moved contentedly into an
ordinary flat with his wife. This story is one that is unlikely
ever to re-occur, but it is likely to be told and retold as long as
human beings honor supreme acts of self-sacrifice and heroic
giving. He has patented the ideal of “giving until it hurts.”

Dr Tin has been the recipient of multiple honors,
academic and otherwise. But today, we shall honor him in a
unique way: Today in honoring Dr Tin, we also wish to
indirectly honor his late father, Mr Tin Yuk-Wu with a special
tribute.

Though only 15 when his father passed away, Dr Tin had
learned well at his father’s feet, as he witnessed daily the lines
of widows and orphans who came to their house for food,
clothing and other necessities. He shared his father’s joy in
coming to the aid of the destitute and the desperate.

To this day, after more than 70 years, he proudly
acknowledges that he has inherited his father’s compassion for
those who suffer and the joy that acts of compassion bring.
These private acts of charity from long ago deserve to be
publicly praised, even though we are 70 years too late, for they
have nurtured the giving person that we see in Dr Tin today.

Let us join together therefore in honoring the memory of
the late Mr Tin Yuk-Wu. By doing so, we hope to make this a
special day for the son and a proud day for the father.

With much greater financial success, Dr Tin’s helping
hand has reached much farther and wider than his father did.
On the Mainland alone, he has funded 37 universities of
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education and 35 regular universities, founded over 120
secondary schools, 9 vocational schools for teacher training,
48 primary schools/kindergartens, as well as 1150 school
libraries in rural areas, not to mention the numerous schools
and universities in Hong Kong, Taiwan and Macau that are
the recipients of his generosity. There are also hospitals,
medical, arts and recreational facilities, science museums,
homes for the aged, roads, and hundreds of bridges on the
Mainland that bear his name or benefit from his benevolence.

It is his personal article of faith that education is the
foundation of hope, and the cornerstone of social salvation.
It is also partly in compensation for his own interrupted
education when he had to drop out of school at age 15 because
of his father’s untimely passing, to become the provider for
his family. He believes that as an ancient civilization, China’s
path to national prosperity lies in the education of its next
generation.

Dr Tin belongs to that vanishing breed of human beings
who live frugally so that others may live fruitfully. Despite
age, and his social status, he still stands in line at the bus stop
going to and from his office.

Known as the “king of synthetic leather”, Dr Tin did
something unthinkable that caught his business associates by
surprise: He donated an entire production line, complete with
the necessary technology transfer to a local government on
the Mainland, so that local residents would have the means to
earn a decent living, all without any regard for his own business
concerns. His charitable giving is first and foremost predicated
on what is now fashionably known as the promotion of
sustainable development — that is, helping others to help
themselves over the long haul.

In commerce, Dr Tin upholds the highest standards of
business ethics, refusing any windfall, and never taking any
unfair advantage. His word is his bond. That explains why in
the depths of the Asian financial crisis, he was able to maintain
close to 90% of occupancy of his commercial rental units. Such
was the respect and loyalty he commanded in his tenants or
those with whom he conducted business.

Unbelievably, recipient schools on the Mainland were so
moved by his selfless generosity that they voluntarily requested
a reduction in their share of his donations in order that more
educational institutions might benefit. This deed of honor is
unheard-of in the history of educational philanthropy
anywhere in the world. It speaks to his supreme and spreading
moral influence.

Dr Tin still travels frequently to the Mainland to visit the
many institutions that benefit from his generosity, happy in
the belief that “in giving there is much blessing.” It is truly
remarkable how one life can make a huge difference in the
lives of tens of thousands far and wide.

Mr Pro-Chancellor, I have the honor to present to you, on
behalf of The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology,
Dr Tin Ka-Ping, for the award of Honorary Fellowship.
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