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“Vivre sans reve, qu’est-ce? (What is life without a
dream?)”, asked the poet Edmond Rostand. Mr Pro-
Chancellor, the person whom we honor today, Mr Yuk-Lam
Lo cherishes a dream. Tt s his passion to fulfil this dream that
gives Mr Lo the drive in his endeavors, making him such a
dynamic, successful, and distinguished businessman.

When the vast majority of the people in metropolitan
Hong Kong choose to live on land in concrete jungles, Mr Lo
makes a boat at sea his habitat and the land his workplace.
This dual habitation, in a sense, symbolizes the uniqueness of
Mr Lo’s distinguished career as well as his invaluable service
and contributions to the University, the HKSAR and society.
Mr Lo is equally at home not just on land and sea, but also in
the worlds of business and science, the academia and industry,
the private sector and the public, the east and the west. He
bridges these divisions and makes “Helping Science Serve
Mankind” his mission.

In his educational pursuit and professional career, Mr
Lo enjoys the best of two worlds. He was born in South China
and immigrated to Canada with his family in 1969 where he
studied Chemistry at the University of Waterloo in Ontario.
After graduation, while working as the Charge Chemist at the
Cambridge Memorial Hospital, he was offered an opportunity
to join Bio-Rad Laboratories, a company that provides
biomaterials and instruments for laboratories, research
Jaboratories, and hospitals. He seized the opportunity and
has never looked back. By 1983, he was promoted to become
Bio-Rad’s National Sales and Marketing Manager. Two years
later, he succeeded in persuading the company management
to venture into the Asia-Pacific region. Mr Lo was able to
return to Asia, taking the first step in fulfilling his long-
cherished dream of opening up a “biotechnology business™ in
Asia, planting the seeds for biotechnology to grow in the
region. As the Asia-Pacific Manager of Bio-Rad Pacific, he
established the first Bio-Rad Pacific office in Hong Kong in
1986 and subsequently various oftices throughout the region.
Since 1992, he has been the President of Bio-Rad Pacific Ltd,
heading the company’s business in Asia-Pacific.

Mr Lo’s enthusiasm and leadership in promoting new
technology that contributes to the enhancement of the quality
of life was soon widely acclaimed in the business world in
Hong Kong. With his leadership and dedication, the company
ushered in technology by way of analytical and research
instruments and biomaterials for use in hospitals and
laboratories to help raise the health and medical standards of
people worldwide. In addition to the presidency of Bio-Rad
Pacific Ltd, Mr Lo is currently Chairman of Sino Pharma
International, and Director of India Gland Pharma Ltd.

His extensive business network keeps him abreast with
society’s changing needs that in turn puts him in a better
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position to serve as a link between the private and the public
sectors. He shares his valuable experience and insight with
local and Mainland academic institutions in the capacity of
his various appointments. Despite the demands of his many
and varied commitments, he presently serves as: Adjunct
Professor of Biochemistry at the Chinese University of Hong
Kong; Honorary Consultant at Beijing Medical University;
Visiting Professor at Xiamen University; Visiting Professor at
the Chinese Academy of Preventive Medicine; Senior
Consultant at the Association of Neurology Science in China;
Chairman of the Hong Kong Biotechnology Association;
Director of the Pacific AIDS Research Institute; Special
Advisor to the Hong Kong University of Science and
Technology, City University of Hong Kong, and Hong Kong
Polytechnic University. These higher learning institutions all
benefit from the worldwide perspective of an entrepreneur
who has the interest of promoting science and technology in
his heart.

Mr Lo’s spirit of public service does not stop here. He
brings industry and academia together to collaborate on
technology-related projects by involving himself in different
committees of the HKSAR Government as well as the
provincial and municipal governments of the mainland.
Currently his service includes: Chairman of the Hong Kong
Government Industry Department’s Innovation and
Technology Fund (Biotechnology Projects) Vetting
Committee; Member of the Industry Department’s Governing
Committee on Good Manufacturing Practice, and Advisor
to the Sichuan Provincial Commission of Traditional Chinese
Medicine.

Mr Lo, true to his conviction, has made major
contributions to the unremitting development of
biotechnology in Hong Kong and Asia through his unique,
cross-boundary involvement in tertiary institutions,
governmental agencies, business and industry. The marks he
left behind are indelible. When asked what spurred him on
beyond the pursuit of personal successes and achievements,
Mr Lo answered in his characteristically exuberant manner:
“The only thing is to have great passion. I have a passion for
science and technology, T have a passion for Asia, and [ have a
passion for the growth of the biotechnology industry in Asia”
Mr Lo has poured his boundless energy into worthy causes
and made his dream a reality.

In private, as 1s in public, Mr Lo is a unique individual -
personable, generous, caring and considerate. When he
renders help, he does it without reservation. When he serves
the common good, he gives his whole heart and works
incessantly until the goal is achieved. He delights in
associating with people in all walks of life from all over the
world and is most sensitive to the plights of those in need.
Giving his former ailing staff first priority to use his
chauffeured car, his old friends second priority, and he himself
the last is a true manifestation of his selflessness and
generosity.

Mr Pro-Chancellor, | have the honor to present to you,
on behalf of the Hong Kong University of Science and
Technology, Mr Yuk-Lam Lo, President of Bio-Rad Pacific
Ltd, for the award of Honorary Fellowship.
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