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Sir WU Ying-Sheung Gordon

THRERENL

Doctor of Engineering honoris causa

Not flinching from making tough and far-sighted
business decisions on a daily basis, Sir WU Ying-Sheung
Gordon has a well-earned reputation as a property mogul
while remaining a diligent engineer at heart. The founder
and chairman of the Hong Kong-based investment
holding company Hopewell Holdings has made significant
contributions to the development of vital infrastructure in
Hong Kong, the Mainland, and elsewhere over the past
few decades, but to this date, he is still very much a
hands-on entrepreneur. This is evident in his continued
fondness for working on designs himself, using his
preferred tried-and-tested technology of T-square and
pencil.

Through Hopewell Holdings, which he founded in
1972, he has been transforming the built environment for
more than half a century, spurring the economic
development of his native Hong Kong and a renascent
China, with a string of ambitious projects and buildings.

Having spent his entire childhood in the Wan Chai
district, Sir Gordon has for his whole life remained close to
the neighborhood. He would later help renew it, notably
with the development of the iconic Hopewell Centre in
1980, which was for the next ten years Hong Kong’s tallest
building. The 66-storey tower continues to be Hopewell’s
headquarters where Sir Gordon works every day in his
office on its top floor.

After graduating in 1958 with a degree in Civil
Engineering from Princeton University in the US, Sir
Gordon set about building a successful empire, even
though things only began to take off about ten years later,
when he managed to pay off debts by selling off the taxis in
the family firm on hire purchase to its drivers. This
experience led him to believe in the value of being a
financier as well as providing services.

One of the earliest entrepreneurs to support China’s
reform, Sir Gordon regards
infrastructure to China after its opening up in 1978 a
particular highlight of his career. Driven by his axiom of
providing services at the most competitive price, he forged

economic bringing

a fruitful partnership with mainland authorities as
Hopewell built superhighways connecting the cities of the
Pearl Delta region, which in turn helped propel the
meteoric rise of Shenzhen as an economic hub. Sir Gordon
also built power stations in southern China and played a
key role in the development of Chinese business and
tourism, building one of the first five-star hotels in
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Guangzhou, the 1200-room China Hotel, in 1984. He was
also instrumental in boosting the energy infrastructure of
the Philippines, where he earned the moniker “the man
who turned on the lights”, a compliment from the former
Philippine president Mr. Fidel RAMOS.

There have been setbacks along the way, including an
abortive rail project in Bangkok that was dogged by
disagreements with local authorities in 1990s, but Sir
Gordon has never dwelt on impediments, firmly believing
in learning from one’s mistakes, or, if one is smart, from
other people’s mistakes.

Sir Gordon has always placed a high value on
education. In addition to establishing many scholarships
to send mainland students abroad to study, he has also
made major contributions to local universities and his
high school, Wah Yan College. In 1990s, he also completed
his pledge of US$100 million to his alma mater Princeton
University.

Sir Gordon’s sterling dedication to service has earned
him numerous honors and awards throughout his life,
particularly two knighthoods, one from Belgium and
another from the UK, the latter of which a Knight
Commander of St. Michael and St. George received from
Prince Charles in 1997. He was also Hong Kong’s
longest-serving member of the National Committee of the
Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference,
serving six terms spanning 30 years. His native city
awarded him the Golden Bauhinia Star in 2004. Other
accolades include honorary citizenship from a number of
cities, including his ancestral hometown of Huadu in
Guangdong. He has also been honored with a Lifetime
Achievement Award at the 9th Asia Business Leaders
Awards in 2010, “Man of the Year” by the International
Road Federation in 1994, and International CEO of the
Year 1996, awarded by George Washington University in
the US.

Sir Gordon is no stranger to honorary doctorates
either, having amassed nine from institutions in Hong
Kong, the UK, and Canada. This latest, from HKUST, is
his tenth such honor and testimony to his influence
beyond Hong Kong and his inspiration for a younger
generation of engineers and entrepreneurs in the region.

Chancellor, on behalf of the Council of the Hong
Kong University of Science and Technology, I have the
high honor of presenting to you, Sir Gordon Wu,
Chairman of Hopewell Holdings Ltd., for the award of
Doctor of Engineering honoris causa.
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