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Doctor of Business Administration honoris causa
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Steering the operations of a leading Hong Kong
property developer, Dr. Colin LAM Ko-Yin leverages many
years’ professional expertise to contribute to Hong Kong’s
economic and social growth, positively impacting local real
estate, public service, philanthropic, and academic sectors.

After earning a Bachelor of Science degree from the
University of Hong Kong in 1973, Dr. Lam became one of
only a handful of local financial professionals chosen to
build their futures at HSBC. Having received a thorough
grounding in key banking disciplines such as loans, he
made the life-changing decision to move into the
bricks-and-mortar arena of property development, joining
Henderson Land Development Co. Ltd. (Henderson) in
the early 1980s.

Since then, Dr. Lam’s inexhaustible appetite and
aptitude for hard work have earned him promotions to
Executive Director in 1985 and again to Vice Chairman in
1993. Dr. Lam is widely respected as a financial wizard and
a shrewd business leader in multiple disciplines. His
40-plus-year career and his leadership at Henderson have
coincided with its expansion of the investment property
portfolio into fields such as gas supply, ferry services, and
hospital and hotel management, plus a phenomenal
35-fold rise in its share price. Always self-effacing, Dr. Lam
modestly attributes such successes to the astute leadership
of Henderson Chairman, Dr. LEE Shau-Kee, and his
colleagues.

A personal career highlight came in 1988 when Dr.
Lam joined the team planning Tai Wai district’s Union
Hospital. Opened seven years later, the facility is widely
credited with measurably upgrading the standard of
private hospital healthcare in the area. Some three decades
later, Dr. Lam remains responsible for major hospital
strategic planning and developments. Specific examples
include the hospital’s fixed-price medical packages that
protect patients from going over budget and the provision
of free surgeries for the disadvantaged.

Dr. Lam’s “people first” ethos is also evident in business
dealings such as the Hong Kong and China Gas Company’s
opportune agreement to secure an uninterrupted supply of
low-cost Australian natural gas until 2031, hence providing an
economical, stable alternative to crude oil for producing town
gas. A total fuel cost saving of HK$18 billion made over the
past one and a half decades has been passed on to millions of
Hong Kong families and enterprises.

Long a passionate philanthropist, Dr. Lam’s belief in
education led him to establish the Chi Wah Foundation in
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1992. Three decades on, the Foundation continues to
support youth education and the construction of school
buildings, teaching facilities, and dormitories in Hong
Kong and across six provinces in the Mainland. Each year,
over 120,000 students receive their secondary education at
schools named after the Foundation in the Mainland and
the latest donations of RMB$50 million to the two
universities in Yunnan and RMB$30 million to the
Guizhou University have brought lasting benefits to the
undergraduates.

Other causes which Dr. Lam has promoted over the
years include many philanthropic initiatives of the Lee
Shau Kee Foundation (LSKF) of which he is a board
member. Major projects in which he has played an integral
part include the largest elderly home in Hong Kong — the
Pok Oi Nursing and Residential Care Home for the Elderly
in Tuen Mun and the city’s largest youth hostel — Po
Leung Kuk Lee Shau Kee Youth Oasis in Yuen Long. Hong
Kong’s medal-winning athletes at the 2020 Tokyo
Olympics also benefited from the some HK$19.3 million
in sponsorship donated by LSKF.

Over the years, Dr. Lam’s huge contributions to
property, philanthropy,
recognized with numerous coveted awards such as the
Silver Bauhinia Star, Honorary Fellowships (CUHK and
HKU), and a Doctorate in Business honoris causa
(Macquarie University), among others. He also dedicates
time and effort to serving as Chairman of Hong Kong
Ferry (Holdings) Co. Ltd. and Director of Hong Kong and
China Gas Co. Ltd.

and academia have been

In 2005, Dr. Lam’s advocacy helped initiate a long and
fulfilling relationship between LSKF and HKUST which
began with a HK$33 million donation to our University
Library. Further funding of HK$400 million for the
establishment of the Lee Shau Kee campus, which houses
the Lee Shau Kee Business Building, and HK$150 million
for the Martin Ka Shing Lee Innovation Building followed
in 2007 and 2019 respectively.

Looking ahead, Dr. Lam shares HKUST’s belief that
constant technological advancement will be the engine for
better quality of life. In 2019, he donated HK$10 million to
accelerate innovation in its most exciting forms,
establishing a Named Professorship now held by pioneering
drone and autonomous technology researcher, Prof. LI
Zexiang. In 2020, Dr. Lam further strengthened his
connection with HKUST when he was invited to sit as a
Court member for three years.

Chancellor, on behalf of the Council of the Hong Kong
University of Science and Technology, I have the high
honor of presenting to you, Dr. Colin Lam, Vice Chairman
of Henderson Land Development Co. Ltd., for the award
of Doctor of Business Administration honoris causa.
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