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Dr. Anthony CHOW Wing-Kin

LEBRENL

Doctor of Laws honoris causa

From Hong Kong’s century-old law association to the
city’s largest community benefactor, Dr. Anthony CHOW
Wing-Kin has taken the helm of some of the city’s leading
institutions and contributed to his hometown’s legal and
social development. His life-long passion for law and horse
racing has also had a telling impact beyond the court and
racecourse.

Dr. Chow attended the St. Joan of Arc Secondary
School in Hong Kong, whose motto “Civic Responsibility”
shaped his personal philosophy in life and in his career. He
later went to a boarding school in England before
embarking on dentistry studies in Manchester. He soon
found it was not his true vocation, and moved to London
to pursue his long-cherished dream of becoming a lawyer
by joining the College of Law.

Upon admission as a solicitor of the Supreme Court of
England and Wales in 1979, he was offered a job at an
international firm, which brought him back to Hong
Kong.

Having spent more than 16 years working in law in
Hong Kong, Dr. Chow, at the age of 47, took on a
momentous role at a historic time for the city — just over
one month ahead of the handover of Hong Kong, he
became President of the Law Society of Hong Kong, on
committees of which he served from 1994 through 2018.

His three-year tenure would be instrumental in
helping Hong Kong’s legal profession build lasting ties
with mainland counterparts, acting as one of the early
bridges between the two different legal systems. Dr.
Chow’s hard work, which involved a lot of time spent away
from home taking members of the society on exchange
programs to over 20 mainland cities paid off, and laid the
foundations for enduring connections. With his sociable
nature, Dr. Chow welcomed many mainland legal
practitioners at seminars and to train in law firms in Hong
Kong to acquire the know-how of running law firms and
delivering legal services with professional conduct and
integrity.

For his legal expertise and rapport with his fellows in
the sector, Dr. Chow has been called on to help with
several other important institutions — he is a member of
the National Committee of the Chinese People’s Political
Consultative Conference and is also a founder and director
of the Hong Kong Coalition of Professional Services.
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In recent years though, the institution he has been
most closely linked with has been the Hong Kong Jockey
Club (HKJC), the board of which he joined in 2002.
Twelve years later he became Deputy Chairman and he
ascended to the position of Chairman in 2018.

The owner of two racehorses in Hong Kong and a
couple of broodmares in Australia, Dr. Chow’s interest in
the Club was spurred by his love for horse racing,
something he inherited from his father, also a racehorse
owner and a member of the Club as early as in 1950s. But
Dr. Chow soon found that the sport was but a small part of
the Club’s works, alongside its social and charitable
functions.

He steered HKJC through two particularly
tumultuous years, negotiating the social disruptions of
2019 and the COVID-19 pandemic the following year.
Under his leadership, the Club made headway in giving
back to society, setting a record high of approved
donations of HK$4.3 billion for 2018/19. Through its
Charities Trust, the Club funded nearly 300 charitable and
community projects that year to support charity work in
four strategic areas, including youth, the elderly, sports,
and arts, culture and heritage, meeting a broad range of
community needs.

In his capacity as HKJC’s Chairman, Dr. Chow
worked closely with HKUST, which benefited from the
Club’s largesse of a $1.9 billion donation for its
establishment in the 1990s, and continuously for
scholarships, research programs, and other initiatives.
During his tenure, the Club approved a generous grant for
the construction of the new 1,551-bed undergraduate
hostel Jockey Club i-Village, which will become the
campus’ future living lab for innovative ideas in smart and
sustainable living.

These are all part of what Dr. Chow says is the mission
of HKJC, from which he stepped down upon turning 70 in
2020 — to work for the betterment of Hong Kong and to
make the city more competitive globally.

Dr. Chow’s honorary doctorate from HKUST is his
second, following one from Hong Kong Metropolitan
University, and other awards including a Roll of Honor
award (2015) from the Law Society of Hong Kong and the
Silver Bauhinia Star (2003) for his distinguished service in
law and the public sector.

Chancellor, on behalf of the Council of the Hong
Kong University of Science and Technology, I have the
high honor of presenting to you, Dr. Anthony Chow, for
the award of Doctor of Laws honoris causa.
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