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The Honorable Charles Lee Yeh-kwong was once asked 

how he would like Hong Kong people to remember him 

in the years to come. He humbly replied that he didn’t 
&{&o+~&,~~i&:{&%+&h c+-a_,g@**;tr 

care if his name would stay on in history; rather, he would ~~~Fi~~~k~~~~~~~9~~C~%~~~~i~~$~t~~ 

feel most proud if his dedication to public service would 

inspire future generations to serve the public themselves. 

Mr Lee was born in Shanghai in 1936 and moved to 
~~;Rl936~~~~~~~~49g~~$~h~ 

Hong Kong with his family in 1949. Upon graduation from ~~~-~~~~~-Q=~~r;i;;p%~~~~~~~t 

Wah Yan College he became a certified accountant. He then 

turned to study law and obtained a master’s degree in law 
I?? ‘~~~~.;k~‘~~~~~~~~~~~~~%~~~~~ 

from the University of London. He co-founded Woo, Kwan, Jf&~1&%$;$%SJl ~d~-~~eifi~~-scl51]~~hp-- 

Lee & Lo, now one of Hong Kong’s top solicitors’ firms. 

~-~,~~~;k~~~~i:r~;‘;r,~~t~~~~~~o~l968 

Mr Lee has indeed a long and outstanding track record 

in public service. As Secretary to the Law Revision 
3733rBd] ‘+&%.#{Z&5~ &#&$+*,q @+ti&*&+]+J 0 

Commission from 1968 to 1973, he helped bring about <~&+&Xk+&@k&ZJ &f& 3% $-h ~+!G+ 1987 

the enactment of the Securities Ordinance and substantial 

amendments to the Companies Ordinance. His directorship 

of the Stock Exchange of Hong Kong Council after the 1987 

stock market crash kicked off a new era for the institution. --~~l~~~~~;~Aa~‘i.l~~k~~~~Irf~~~~~~~ 
As Chairman, he oversaw a series of reforms: trading was 

modernized, listing requirements tightened, disclosure 
~~~~~~3P1~~L%~~~A~~~~~~~+-t_~~~~n 

standards improved. He played a key role in bringing ~~~$~~as~_-i”~~~~~W~~~$So3~ Eo 

mainland companies into Hong Kong’s stock market in 

the early 1990s. +-&~~+J&&<-~ a.$] $$-$-$~j?J;m&$-~ 

One of his recent achievements was guiding the 
#r&j-@&~ ~~&a~~fi~~%~2000+33 am 

formation of Hong Kong Exchanges and Clearing Limited, ~~~~-~~I~~~~~f~~~~l]]7~Ik~~.~~ 

which was completed in March 2000. As Chairman of this 

organization, Mr Lee has great plans to position Hong Kong 
e~$-iir,~~~~.~~~~~~~~f;~~_~,~~~~~ 

as an integral part of global finance. He has already &,$j o{&l5$$&“&&& 7 $$-$ -*eJ$Z?_$&j$ 

succeeded with the first step-to make Exchanges and ~~~_ii~lcX~~~~~~s~~a~~~~A,~~~~~~~~ 
Clearing a listed company accountable to shareholders, 

market participants, and public investors. &I%:&& fi _ko 

Perhaps the most notable example of Mr Lee’s public 

service record is his appointment as Chairman of the 

Mandatory Provident Fund Schemes Authority since 1998. 

Mr Lee is now devoting most of his energy to MPF in the 

run-up to its implementation. It is worth mentioning that 

Mr Lee accepts no pay for these public duties. In fact, his 

commitment to volunteerism took root when he, as a young 

man, performed volunteer work in Hong Kong’s slums. 
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Mr Lee has also undertaken other public duties. He 

has been a member of the HKSAR Executive Council since 

1997 and member of the Equal Opportunities Commission 

of Hong Kong since 1996. In the 1990s Mr Lee took an 

active role in the Community Chest, and remains a vice- 

patron. He has also been on the councils of two local 

universities, one of which is HKUST. 

In his private career, Mr Lee has been a financial and 

legal mentor to some of Hong Kong’s corporate legends. 

In the 1970s he helped companies such as Cheung Kong, 

Sun Hung Kai Properties and New World launch their stock 

flotations. For years he was on the boards of more than 20 

listed companies, just as some of them burgeoned into 

multinational giants. He resigned from all these posts when 

he became an Executive Councilor. 

Mr Lee is a role model of looking beyond personal 

profits and serving society untiringly. 

Mr Pro-Chancellor, I have the honor to present to you, 

on behalf of the University, The Honorable Charles Lee 

Yeh-kwong, Chairman of Hong Kong Exchanges and 

Clearing Limited and Chairman of the Mandatory 

Provident Fund Schemes Authority, for the degree of Doctor 

of Laws honoris causu. 

Read by Prof PO Lock YUE. 
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