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In describing Professor Cho-Yun Hsu’s achievements, 

many scholars of his generation would declare him to be 

“singular” and “extraordinary” in the academic world. 

Professor Hsu himself, however, modestly characterizes his 

work as being “but one leg of a relay to carry the torch in 

the endless pursuit of knowledge”. 

Professor Hsu has devoted his lifetime to the study of 

Chinese history, achieving great eminence and creating a 

remarkable body of work. Using structural analysis derived 

from Western social science theory to explain Chinese 

history, he has exerted a far-reaching influence upon 

American Sinology. His major contribution is in the field 

of ancient history where three of his books in English have 

become important references for scholars in the West. They 

are: Ancient China in Transition, History of Western Chou 

Civilization, and The Han Agriculture. Each of these books 

focuses on a particular phase of China’s development, but 

the emphasis remains on the mutual influence between 

culture and society. 

The scope of Professor Hsu’s works is extensive, ranging 

from the Shang Dynasty to the Han and spanning over one 

thousand years. Young students and specialists alike, 

anyone who intends to engage in the study of this period 

must refer to his works. In Ancient China in Transition and 

its Chinese counterpart, Professor Hsu applies statistics to 

the examination of social change. In his Western Chou 

studies, Professor Hsu fulfills his consistent aim of 

combining archaeological and documentary evidence in 

the re-creation of China’s ancient history. 

Professor Hsu’s scholarship is meticulous and at the 

same time grand in scale; he analyzes Chinese culture and 

history from a macroscopic perspective. Two of his 

representative Chinese works are The Deue2opmental Stages 

of Chinese Culture and The Special Character of Chinese 

Culture. He is also particularly interested in cultural 

comparisons, thereby seeking the unique origins of the 

development of divergent cultures. 

In his early years in Taiwan, Professor Hsu and his peers 

founded the journal Thought and Language to encourage a 

new trend in thought and inspire the younger generation. 
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Many of those whom he cultivated and trained are now a&$ &%J ~~~~~~~;9~~198()9,~~~~~~~ 

important scholars in Taiwan. Professor Hsu was elected to 

the membership of Academia Sinica in 1980 and was later 
B~,~f~~r~fl~~X~t~~~~~~~~o~~~~3~ 

named to the Distinguished Scholar Chair. From 1992 to 1998, &1992&98+P~j@&&;&+ % k+j$++$$E#$ 

he was the Wei-lun Professor of History at the Chinese 

University of Hong Kong. Since the Hong Kong University of 
~~~#!.L~~$&+j-f3~k~-;ri;I+& %!!J.&LQT Q k+$k 

Science and Technology established its School of Humanities _&/La~Ig~+~gf!/=$J+~ t Ep.g@&;r!&p*y*,gj ’ 

and Social Science, he has served as a member of the School’s 
R&%$ R**Ro 

Advisory Board and put forward many valuable 
,> 1 . 

recommendations. 

Every year Professor Hsu participates in archaeological &+&j&$~@j~j!!+#j 2;,*&&_c 9 &@@/#x I3 & 

work in the Chinese Mainland. He was a prime mover in the 

founding of the Chiang Ching-kuo Foundation for 
~r~L~~_~~‘~i~~~~~$~~i~o~~~~~~;ri; 

International Scholarly Exchange, now internationally %$?%I lv$~~~~;~m~~~t_M~‘~~~~$13~~~ 

recognized as one of the most important resources promoting 

the study of Chinese culture. Highly concerned about current 
&.@~~~&ja+& ~.#$jJ&j~ d & $$&j$* ~~>#-g3,FL 

political and social issues, Professor Hsu is a frequent 7 + gij4Ev~~37_fi$ *_lrg 0 
contributor of newspaper and magazine articles assessing the 

contemporary political scene, and encouraging cultural self- ~+$!&~1953+~56+~&& +;jy k+&@j+ 
examination and creation. He fully embodies the sense of 

responsibility of the Chinese intellectual. a~,~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~;l962~~~ 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Professor Hsu received his BA and MA from Taiwan 

University. In 1962 he was awarded his PhD from the Division 
sj&,$+&@w&;4 l+J*J#~f~&&&$+g*aff~~ 

of Humanities at the University of Chicago. After graduation, ~t~k~,brI~o64~7()9Pd]~~~~~ kj&k,+ 
he returned to Taiwan to work at the Institute of History and 

Philosophy of Academia Sinica and at Taiwan University, where 
~.lr-;~~~~.~e~~k~~~~~~~~~19829~ 

he served as Head of the History Department from I 964 to ~&$$&j$&.j&~ 1998+%&&&@* ,j$ gg#< 

1970. Following that, he was made Professor of History and 

Sociology at the University of Pittsburgh. He was appointed 
~~~~~;~3~~W~~kk~~~~s~~B~~~o 

University Professor in 1982 and University Professor Emeritus 

in 1998. That same year, he was appointed the Seman ~~f-~~~~~~~.~i.~~~,(4~Ah)~~ 

Distinguished Visiting Professor at Duke University. ~~b~~Eaa~~h~W1~b~~%~~s~~f~~~%~ 

Professor Hsu speaks engagingly, responds nimbly, is +1@*+A+-,&##! 

unassuming and friendly in manner. He possesses a great sense 

of mission and surpassing willpower. He is truly an ~l]BI~~l*~h~~JC~~$i~~~f~k~I(~~ 

indomitable scholar worthy of the emulation of every young 
~~~~R~~~kk~s~~~~~~rn~~~~k~ 

person! 
~~*~~*&_#$#~&.#, $~~$~~~+$&~~~ 

Mr Pro-Chancellor, I have the honor to present to you, on ,Z$,f$O 
behalf of the University, Professor Cho-Yun Hsu, Seman 

Distinguished Visiting Professor at Duke University and 

University Professor Emeritus at the University of Pittsburgh, 

for the degree of Doctor of Humanities honoris cuusa. 

Read and translated by Dr Cecilia CHIEN from the Chinese citation written by rfrfrRBE!43FiS& (h*~3~F@iVf%*) Wan 

Miss Kwok Wai HUI (MPhll student of the Humanities Division). 
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