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If the length of the titles after a person's name is a measure 
of the person's achievements, Professor Arthur LI Kwok-cheung 
will certainly rank high on the list. Professor Li holds an MA, 
MBBChir, MD(Cantab), and an Hon DSc(Hul1). He is a Fellow 
of four surgical colleges and renowned surgical associations, 
and an Honorary Fellow of five others. That however is only 
half of the story of Professor Li-the story of an outstanding 
medical professional, academic and administrator who 
pursues excellence in every sphere of his life, driven by a deep 
desire to serve others. 

Professor Li was born into the fourth generation of an 
established Hong Kong family with a well-known tradition 
of public service. He had a classical Chinese upbringing and 
his education prior to university was thoroughbred Hong 
Kong. From a young age, he was nurtured in the spirit of service 
to others-a driving force for his choice to pursue a medical 
career. Upon completion of secondary school at St. Paul's Co- 
educational College, he entered Uppingham School in 
Rutland, England. He then followed the path of a Natural 
Science Tripos to medicine at Cambridge's King's College and 
the Middlesex Hospital Medical School. 

Surgery was his choice of specialization because of the 
challenge of the skills required and the satisfaction of seeing 
positive results in a patient after treatment. The award of a 
scholarship enabled him to further his specialist training at 
Harvard Medical School and the Massachusetts General 
Hospital, Boston, USA. There he chose hepatobiliary and 
upper gastrointestinal surgery because of the high incidence 
of these diseases and the need for such surgical expertise in 
Hong Kong. In 1980 he was appointed to a consultant post at 
the Royal Free Hospital, London, which was well known for 
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Of the numerous awards given to Professor Li for the 
excellence in his professional and academic pursuits, the 
highly competitive European Society for Surgical Research 

of Great Britain came early in his career. More recently in 1996, 
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Professor Li was presented the President's Gold Medal of the 
Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh in recognition of his 
outstanding achievements and service in surgery, an award - 
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only to surgeons of international distinction. Professor Li is a 
prolific author, his research has led to over 260 peer-reviewed 
journal papers, and numerous book chapters. He is a much 
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sought-after keynote speaker at international conferences. & d L , i f v & 9 / - $ + * g ~ & J  egg& 0 i$Jf i@L*@@ 

Professor Li's never-ceasing desire to serve others stirred 
him on beyond pursuing excellence in personal achievements. 
It was with the mission of extending excellence with and 
through fellow professionals that he accepted the Foundation 
Chair of Surgery at the Chinese University of Hong Kong in 
1982. Within a decade, Professor Li led the Department of 
Surgery from cradle to maturity and the recognition of world- 
class distinction. His next important contribution was the 
establishment of the Department of Ophthalmology and 
Visual Sciences, under his deanship of the Medical Faculty at 
the Chinese University of Hong Kong. Professor Li asserts that 
his international perspective-having the benefit of a broad 
education spanning the world and three cultures-has helped 
in forging a team out of an international hot pot. It is his 
conviction that no faculty or university can strive for excellence 
today without appreciating the value of taking the best from 5 j, E+ + fz f;i: R , e+ - Jg 5 % gk 
the world market. With this conviction, Professor Li has been 
at the helm of the Chinese University of Hong Kong as its &@13lR$+2%$t?&$++q ,% 0 +&k*Igbye+EJ 

strength. The signing of the recent agreement on exchange 
and collaboration between CUHK and HKUST will strike a 
note of resonance on the similar international outlook of these 
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two fine academic institutions in Hong Kong. Professor Li's J$k & 4!$ R ;5 64 - 4k $k g + k .I€ IT - tit q f2 
dedication to excellence is an inspiration for today's university 
students in Hong Kong. 
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&ks& Professor Li's spirit of public service did not end here. -7 -+&  ' 4&*egk@@ 0 $3 ' $i&Q 
He channeled his energy into the hospital service in Hong 
Kong, serving on the Board of the Hong Kong Hospital 
Authority, the chairmanship of the United Christian Hospital 
and the United Christian Medical Services. His public service 
extends to the political sphere. He was appointed a Hong Kong 
Affairs Advisor to the People's Republic of China; a member 
of the Consultative Committee for the Basic Law, Preparatory 
Committee of the Hong Kong SAR of the National People's 
Congress and the Selection Committee of the SAR. In 1338 
he was appointed to the Chinese People's Political Consultative 
Conference. 

Mr Pro-Chancellor, I have the honor to present to you, 
on behalf of the University, Professor Arthur Li Kwok-cheung, 
Vice-Chancellor of the Chinese University of Hong Kong, for 
the deEee of Doctor of Letters honoris cuusu. 
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