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As we arrive on the threshold of the twenty-first
century, there are few who would argue that China will con-
tinue to play a strategic role in the world’s economic arena.
If we look at the development of all the major cities in China,
none would rival the meteoric rise of Shanghai. In the de-
velopment of commerce, industry, city-planning and key in-
frastructure projects, Shanghai serves as a model for the
nation. No one will question that Shanghai will soon rival
the success of Hong Kong; it is just a matter of how soon.
With the re-election of Professor XU Kuangdi as Mayor of
Shanghai in February of this year, we can safely predict that
the success of his city will be the focus of media attention
and the pride of China before we journey too far into the
next century. As the link between Hong Kong and Shanghai
continues to strengthen, it is fitting that we should honour
today Professor Xu, Mayor of Shanghai, an engineer, an ac-
complished researcher, an academician and a political leader.

Professor Xu, a native of Chongde in Zhejiang
Province, graduated from the Beijing Institute of Steel in
1959. His academic career commenced with an assistant
lecturership in the Department of Metallurgy at his alma
mater Institute. After moving to Shanghai, he was first an
assistant lecturer and subsequently associate director of the
teaching and research office of the Shanghai Institute of
Technology. His next move took him to the Shanghai Insti-
tute of Machinery, where he was successively assistant lec-
turer and lecturer. The merger of the Shanghai Institute of
Technology with the Shanghai Institute of Machinery re-
sulted in the Shanghai University of Technology. Professor
Xu became the vice-chairman and then chairman of that
university’s Metallurgy Department.

Professor Xu was, and still is, a supervisor of PhD
students. His teaching and research made him a leader in
the study of special steels and metal alloys, and their
processing. One of his representative works was his distin-
guished book The Processing of Stainless Steel. Another was
concerned with water-cooled plasma in furnaces. Like many
good engineering academics, Professor Xu’s expertise was
much sought after by industry. From 1984 to 1985, he was
employed by the Swedish company SL as deputy chief en-
gineer and technology manager. At the company, he spe-
cialized in the technology of processing special steels. His
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achievements included the development of the SGDF Model
1 spray powder canister and its application in steel process-
ing in electric furnaces, and the application of “spray-mold-
ing metal and alloy processing” in steel.

In 1986, Professor Xu was awarded a certificate of
distinction for individuals in the “65” State-Funded Key
Projects in Science and Technology jointly by the State Sci-
ence and Technology Commission and the Ministry of
Metallurgy. The honour was given to him in recognition of
his outstanding achievements in the development of “spray-
molding metal and alloy processing” applied technology.
This technology continues to be a hot topic in the metallur-
gical industry today.

Professor Xu has also received the highest honour that
can be achieved by an engineering scholar in China. He was
awarded membership in the Chinese Academy of
Engineering.

Professor Xu’s career as a leading university adminis-
trator began when he became vice-president for administra-
tion at the Shanghai University of Technology. This was fol-
lowed by the joint appointment as vice-chairman of the
Shanghai Education and Health Office and head of the
Shanghai Higher Education Department, head of the Shang-
hai Municipal Planning Committee and vice-mayor of
Shanghai (in charge of administration). In 1989, Professor
Xu was hailed as a role-model of the country’s educational
system. In February 1995, Professor Xu became Mayor of
Shanghai. He was again elected Mayor of Shanghai at the
11th People’s Conference in February early this year.

The achievements of Professor Xu, whether it be re-
search in the processing of special steel, or the shaping of
China’s educational system, or leading the burgeoning city
of Shanghai to become the envy of the Asia-Pacific region,
will inspire today’s graduands to aspire to excellence and to
be enterprising in all their future undertakings.

Mr Chancellor, it is my privilege to present, on behalf
of the University, one of China’s most distinguished
engineers, academicians and political leaders, Professor Xu
Kuangdi, Mayor of Shanghai, the only national academy
member in the world to become the mayor of a major
metropolis, for the degree of Doctor of Engineering honoris
causa.
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