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Mr Chancellor, 

Carpe diem. Seize the opportunity. This the catch- 

phrase of many a successful businessman would certainly 

be echoed by Steven Kwok Lim POON, whom we 

honour today. 

Mr Poon, a native of Guangzhou, graduated BS in 

Electrical Engineering in Taiwan, and MPhil in Electrical 

Engineering from the University of Hong Kong. He is a 

Chartered Engineer, a Fellow of the Institute of Electrical 

Engineers, and a Fellow of the Hong Kong Institute of 

Engineers. 

He began his career as a junior computer 

programmer, and while still on probation, one evening 

he inadvertently destroyed the master file that contained 

vital shareholder information. He managed to retrieve 

the “father” file from the safe, and attempted to recover 

it, but that, too, fdiled, and the file was lost. As luck 

would have it, the firm also kept “grandfather” files, and 

he was able to retrieve the appropriate one. But as he 

attempted to recover the data from the “grandfather”, 

that erased as well. The next morning, he went to his 

boss to own up, convinced that that was his last day at 

work. But, to his surprise, his boss simply said, “Don’t 

worry. I have the ‘great-grandfather’ file. If you lose that 

in your recovery, you’ll certainly lose your job. And I’ll 

lose mine, too.” He didn’t! This early incident in his 

career impressed on him the belief that one has not only 

to perform well in good times, but also to possess the 

capability to recover from bad times. It also taught him 

to trust and to give opportunities to young people, and 

never to discourage them when they meet with 

difficulties. 

Since that day, he did not look back, rising to 

become Director, General Manager and Chief Operating 

Officer of the company-China Light and Power 

Company Ltd-which he served for 27 years, until his 

early retirement in 1992. One of his major career 

achievements with the company was seizing the 

opportunity to enter the China market at an early stage, 

a strategy that has paid off enormously for the company 

in subsequent years. 

At present Mr Poon is Managing Director of Bright 

World Enterprise Ltd, whose main business is the 

development of, and investment in, energy and power 

projects in China. He has a formidable reputation for 

hard work. He relishes challenges, and is not dejected 

by failure. Rather, he seeks to turn adversity to advantage 

by treating setbacks as opportunities. For him, it is 
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missing an opportunity that is a sign of failure. The 

outcome may be unpredictable, and if the opportunity 

does not materialise, at least one will have done one’s 

best to maximise the potential. 

Mr Poon has a distinguished record of public 

service in Hong Kong. In the wake of the Stock 

Exchange crash, he was appointed a member of a team 

whose brief was to re-establish the framework for a 

healthy Stock Exchange, now one of the most important 

markets for Greater China. He was a Council Member of 

the Stock Exchange from 1988 to 1991, and served as 

Chairman of the Disciplinary Committee. From 1991 to 

1995, he was a Legislative Councillor, and in 1994 he was 

elected to the Kowloon District Board. Other public 

appointments have included the Chairmanship of the 

Land Development Corporation from 1992 to 1994, the 

Deputy Chairmanship of the Vocational Training Council 

from 1992 to 1993 and at various times, membership of 

the Public Service Commission, the Transport Advisory 

Committee, the Hong Kong Examinations Authority and 

the Committee on Science and Technology. He was a 

Council Member of the Hong Kong Institute of Engineers 

from 1987 to 1991, and President of the Association of 

Electricity Supply Industry of East Asia and the Western 

Pacific from 1988 to 1991. More recently, he was 

appointed a Hong Kong Affairs Advisor to the 

Government of the People’s Republic of China, and was 

a member of the Selection Committee for the Hong Kong 

Special Administrative Region. 

Mr Poon was a founding member of our University, 

serving on the Planning Committee from 1986, and 

subsequently since 1989 on our Council. As Chairman of 

the Conditions of Service Committee, he has been 

instrumental in the development of opportunities and 

conditions to attract here some of the world’s finest 

academics, for which the University will always be 

grateful. 

Mr Chancellor, 

I have the honour to present, on behalf of the University, 

Mr Steven Kwok Lim Poon, Managing Director of Bright 

World Enterprise Ltd, for the degree of Doctor of 

Business Administration honoris causa. 


